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PREFACE, 

These Lectures were originaUy composed for a Congre** 
gadon, consistiDg principally of the humbler olaas of 
agriculturists. They are now printed with a view to 
more general circulation, not only amongst the same 
description of persons in the country, but also in towns, 
and especially for mechanics, and for servants in private 
families: and accordingly aim at nothing more than 
conveying the great truths of religion in the simplest and 
most obvious form, and in the plainest and most homely 
language to the readers. All ornament of style or artifice 
of illustration being carefully avoided as tending to 
frustrate rather than advance their more immediate ob* 
ject, of enforcing the duties of life among the lowly and 
less educated, and setting forth the foundation upon 
which it is indispensable they should be built 

It may appear at first somewhat singular to have 
selected for this end the sul^ect of Gideon, the bold and 
successful assertor of the rights and religion of his en- 
slaved countrymen ; a theme apparently better calciilated. 
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to improve the spirit of militaiy than of domestic life and 
duties. But the olgection will vanish on a closer in- 
spection of the sacred narrative, which, short and simple 
as it is, inculcates in every detail the necessity of a full 
and perfect, but humble, confidence in the promises of 
the Deity, in His will and His power to work out the 
mightiest salvation, through the feeblest and least promis- 
ing means. The lesson, also, would teach us by its dose 
to avoid all self confidence and presumption in our own 
powers, even when these have, in successive instances, 
been made the instruments of triumphant deliverance 
from evil by the might of heaven. For there is perhaps 
equal danger to the Christian in distrusting the power of 
the Redeemer and in presuming on his own. The very 
simplicity and conciseness of the History of Gideon 
therefore render it easy to receive and retain, in one 
single impression, on the humblest mind. 

As the author's object has been to illustrate the 
practical duties for the lowly in their own sphere, he has 
carefully shunned the slightest reference to abstract 
points or disputed tenets of every kind, and deeply would 
he regret that any one expression should be supposed to 
oarry with it such bearing. 
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To the humble in station, there is also an additional 
interest in the scenes and vicissitudes that take place in 
the highest ranks and the widest stages of life. For in 
them the Hand of Providence seems to intermingle the 
deepest shadows with the brightest lights of glory, mak- 
ing the attractions they would otherwise covet a lesson 
and a warning to the lowly : the more striking and 
lasting, because framed on the largest scale. Thus in the 
instance before us, the proud and godless triumph of the 
warlike Midianites is crushed to the very dust by the 
humble labourer of the threshing floor, and the final pre- 
sumption of ** the mighty man of valor," is turned into a 
snare unto Gideon and all his house. 

Such is the view taken by the author of these impre- 
tending pages : and he is happy to have found coincidence 
and support in this opinion irom the friends on whose 
judgment and encouragement he has always had reason 
to confide : nor is the sentiment confined to them alone ; 
for since the commencement of the author's task, he has 
heard of two other works on the same subject, though 
neither of them has fallen in his way. 

March 29, 1843. 



LECTURE I. 



"And he said unto him, oh my Lord, wherewith shall 
I save Israel? behold, my fiunily is poor in Manasseh, 
and I am the least in my father's house." — Judges, vi, Id. 

Not many books of the Old Testament are so 
little known as that of Judges, for as very 
few of its chapters are appointed to be read on 
the Sabbaths throughout the year, so does it 
come but little under the notice of those who 
do not search the word of God at home. 

The more the Scriptures are studied, and 
the contents of the Bible considered, so much 
the more beauty will be discovered, and so 
much the more light received by which to 
guide our uncertain steps into ^those ways 

B 
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which are ways of pleasantness, and into those 
paths which are peace. 

It is my wish on the present, and if it should 
please God to permit, on some future occasion 
also, to turn your attention to the History of 
Gideon: in order that we may, as far as 
practicable, consider it in reference to our- 
selves, and endeavour to gather, by the guid- 
ance and strength of the Holy Spirit such 
instructicm as shall benefit those souls tot 
which a Saviour died, and lead us, day by day, 
nearer to Him from whom proceeds "every good 
and every perfect gift." 

Great advantage doubtless may, by God's 
blessing, be derived from thus considering 
the lives of those whose histosies ue contaiBed 
in the word of God. For hereby we not only 
perceive the effect of sincere &ith on the 
conduct of men naturally sinful as ourselves, 
but Bxe sometimes also consoled under a 
sense of our own demerits, by finding tiiat 
they were not perfect, but exemplified in their 
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history the melancholy truth, that " all have 
sinned and came short of the glory of God." 

But, ttiy )>rethren9 this consolation is not 
intended for the hardened or impenitent, or for 
hun who wilfully continues in any one known 
sin. They who thus continue in sin, with the 
impious impression that, even under such cir- 
cumstances, grace will ahoundy will, and perhaps 
too late, discover the wickedness of such a 
course, and that the end of it can be none 
other than death. On the contrary, he who 
loves (rod will hate sin too fervently to con- 
tinue in it : and if he ofiend, will earnestly 
repent, and lament in bitterness of spirit; 
makang it the constant subject of his praj'ers, 
that he maybe pardoned his past transgressions, 
and delivered, in the strength which he knows 
cannot be his own, from evil for the ftiture. 
He will fly to the Word of God for comfort and 
direction, aiiid follow, in the power granted him, 
that way which he is there told will conduct to 
everlasting lile— that way which is none other 
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than the Lord Jesus Christ. He will look at 
the wonderful instances of &ith and constancy 
exhibited by many under the Old Covenant, 
and by the Apostles, after the descent of the 
Holy Ghost, under the New ; while he will take 
comfort from the assurance that "there is joy 
in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth." 

Let us now turn for instruction, in the light 
granted us, to the History of Gideon. 

The children of Israel, haying done evil in 
the sight of the Lord, were delivered into the 
hands of the Midianites, who oppressed them 
to such an extent, that they made for them- 
selves dens in the mountains, and caves, and 
strong>'holds. "And so it was, when Israel 
had sown, that the Midianites came up, and 
the Amalekites, and the children of the east, 
even they came up against them; and they 
encamped against them, and destroyed the in- 
crease of the earth, till thou come unto 
Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither 
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sheep, nor ox, nor a^s.". • • • '*And Israel was 
greatly impoverished because of the Midian- 
ites ; and the children of Israel cried unto the 
Lord/' The result of their prayers was that 
God sent a prophet unto them who declared 
the cause of their trouble, and who briefly ex- 
plained it at the conclusion of his message, in 
the sentence, ''ye have not obeyed my voice." 

Having thus stated the cause of his displea- 
sure, the Lord sent an angel who '' sat under 
an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained 
unto Joash the Abi-ezrite : and his son Gideon 
threshed wheat by the wine-press, to hide it 
from the Midianites." 

The usual method of threshing com was by 
letting oxen shod with brass tread it out; 
horses also and mules being used for the same 
purpose ; but in this instance such means would 
have been dangerous, as calling the attention 
of the Midianites to the spot. 

"And the angel of the Lord appeared unto 
him, and said unto him. The Lord is with thee. 
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thou mighty mail of valor. And Gidebn said 
utito him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord ht with 
us, why then is all this hefallen Us ? a^d where 
be all his miracles which our fathers told us 
of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from 
Egypt? but nbw the Lord hath forsaken us, 
and delivered us into the hands of the Midi- 
anites." 

Alas, for the weakness of poor fidlen human 
nature ! The Lord had declared by his pro- 
phet the cause of the calamities which had 
overtaken the people of Israel, yet here was 
the mighty man of valor weak enough to ask 
WHY all this had befallen them. He could 
not perceive that the chastening hand of Ood 
had been placed upon them in love. He could 
not see it was good for them they had been in 
trouble, though it had brought them to God. 
His eyes were not sufficiently open to admit 
of his saying with Job, "What, shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and shall we not re- 
ceive evil? " He was smarting under the eon- 
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sequences of the Midianite oppression^ and 
therefore was tempted to question, in this in* 
stance, the love of Him who was able to save. 
The courage even of the mighty man of valor 
forsook him, and his faith was for a time over<» 
come* The enemy of souls briefly triumphed* 
And do not we, my brethren, too often under 
any heavy dispensation of Providence find 
ourselves saying with Gideon, why then is all 
this befallen us? Most assuredly such is too 
frequently the question arising under any con- 
tinued heavy affliction; a question in truth 
never difficult to answer ; for if we cannot find 
a reply immediately connected with the punish- 
ment, yet if we look into our own hearts we 
shall discover there quite enough for an answer 
unto it. We shall there perceive that if we 
were dealt with according to our deserts, not 
only would this, however heavy, have be&Uen 
us, but we should have been further, and at 
oncci consigned to eternal torment. It is most 
unaccountable, that men should be so blind to 
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their own natural sinMness, should be so in- 
clined, under the slightest distress, to exclaim, 
"Why is all this befidlenme? and this too 
instead of wondering how it is possible that 
God can have spared them so long, how he 
can have showered upon them such innume* 
rable blessings, and should still offer them 
salvation through a crucified Redeemer; still 
extend to them time in which to seek for the 
influence of His Holy Spirit and repentance. 
Which of us could bear to be dealt with ac- 
cording to His strict justice? — Not one: as £su: 
as we ourselves are concerned — not one. It 
is only when God's love intercedes to redeem 
us, and we stand forth in another's merits, that 
we are enabled to look up; and then our 
language must not be that of Gideon, "Why 
then is all this befallen me?" but that of 
sinking Peter, "Lord, save me.'' 

Turn to the man whose life is passed in 
doing good, who has a heart to feel for, and a 
hand to relieve the necessities of those around 
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him ; who in youth was most attentive to his 
parents' commands, diligent in the dischaxge of 
dotiest kind and obliging to his companions^ 
and who then remembered his Creator, not only 
on the Sabbath, but in morning and evening 
earnest prayer, and sought for strength in 
which to work His will ; to him who, as &r as 
man could perceive, has fulfilled each duty en- 
trusted to him with scrupulous exactness, is 
generous without prodigality — ^thoughtfiil with- 
out meanness— open without censoriousness-— 
joyful without annoying others — temperate in 
all things — "given to hospitality" without dis- 
play-^upright without pride — talented without 
ostentation; — and who,. seeking the Lord day 
by. day, looks in hopeful expectation for the 
time when death shall be swallowed up in 
victory ; — ^his sight fixed on that Holy City, not 
built with hands, eternal in the heavens : — Ask 
that man why heavy calamity has be&llen him, 
and he will tell you, although it bend his spirit 
down in grief, that it is &a less than he has 
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ddservedy and that lie feels it has worked 
for his soul's good. He will tell you, tbat 
when affliction falls upon any one of us sinfiil 
creaturesi who are as it were a mass of walking 
uncleanness, instead of the question^-^^'why 
then is all this be&Uen us?" the enquiry 
should rather be, Why is it that the earth has 
not opened and swallowed us up and all that 
appertain unto us? The question for each of 
us at the present time should be,*^-*Why is it 
that an earthquake has not destroyed us, as it 
has lately hundreds of our fellow creatures in 
another country? Think you that those who 
so perished were greater sinners than many of 
us? I tell you, ''nay:" and except we repent 
we shall all likewise perish. We may be per- 
suaded by Satan, to make the best of ottr state 
to ourselves, but the time must come when, 
not only by ourselves, but by all, we shall be 
se^ in our deformity. When the bladmess of 
our souls shall startle even our own selves, 
and the necessity of the blood of the Lord 
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Jesus Christ be glaringly apparent, * If there 
be any one amongst ns upon whom affliction 
has fiOleui efen with the heaviest hand, 
let him praise God for dealing so much 
mere leniently with him than he deserves, 
and let him pray that the affliction may be 
sanctified to his soul's health — ^let him even 
entreat it may be increased to any extent 
that Hci who knows all things^ shall see 
will draw him nearer to the cross of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and fill him more with 
the ftdness of divine grace ; for the affliction 
which pertains to this worid, is but lot a 
ihoment, whereas the joy we seek will be 
etemali Whenever we feiel our innate sib- 
fulness thoroughly, then shall we no longer 
say vrith Qideon, "Why then is all this be- 
Men me?" but with Eli, **It is the Lord, 
let him do what seemeth him good;" or 
with the Saviour, *' Nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as Thou wilt ;" or even with St. Paul, 
**I thank God tiurough Jesus Christ our Lord." 
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But to retuin. In reply to these distrust- 
fol remarks of Gideon, it is recorded (and here 
we have additional cause for wonder at the 
forbearing love of God) that " the Lord looked 
upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and 
thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the 
Midianites: have not I sent thee? And he 
said unto him. Oh my Lord, wherewith shall / 
save Israel ? Behold, my &mily is poor in 
Mapasseh, and I am the least in my father's 
house/' 

How full of the spirit of the gospel is this 
speech. Gideon felt his own littleness, he was 
humble in his own estimation. In the title of a 
*' mighty man of valor," he might have lost 
sight of his lowliness, and gone forth in that 
might to feel his weakness ; but he confessed 
that he was the least of his futher's house, and 
in astonishment asked, "Wherewith shall I 
save Israel ?" 

It is this meek and humble gospel spirit, 
which can alone proceed from divine grace, 
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that is acceptable to God. ** Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
Heaven," said the Son of Man : and again, 
" Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 
the earth;" while we find the humble and 
lowly constantly selected to fulfil the most im- 
portant duties even under the Old Covenant. 
In this feeling, Moses, who was mighty both 
in word and deed, when called upon to bring 
forth the Children of Israel out of Egypt, said 
unto God — " Who am / that / should go unto 
Pharaoh, and that / should bring forth the 
Children of Israel out of Egypt ? " Again when 
Saul was assured by Samuel, of his being the 
desire of all Israel, shortly before he was anoint- 
ed as king, " Saul answered and said, am I not 
a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of 
Israel ? and my family the least of all the fa* 
milies of the tribe of Benjamin ? Wherefore 
then speakest thou so to me ?" And in accord- 
ance with this description we find the message 
of God sent by Samuel unto Saul, after his sin 
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in refraining from destroying the Amalekites, 
"nrliefi thou w^st little in thine own ught, 
wast thioa not made the head of the tribes of 
Israel, and the Lord anointed thee king over 
Israel V 

Observe again the answer of David when 
Saul proposed to give him his daughter to wife. 
'[ Who am I, an4 what is my life ? or my 
father's family in Israel, that I should be son- 
in-law to the king?" And also when Saur43 
servants spake the san^e words to him he re- 
plied, ** Seemeth it to you a light thing to foe 
a king's son-in-law, seeing that I am a poor 
ni^an and lightly esteemed." 

But it is needless to accumulate instances 
in which God has seen fit to exalt the humble 
and meek. It is enough for my purpose to 
have directed your attention to those already 
named unde^ i^e Old Covenanty while in the 
New, I would point to the character and in- 
sUiiction of Him who did no sin, and who, 
setting a cMId in the midst of his disciples, 
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when they were engag^d in ^rgament as to 
"which should be the greatest, deckred, " £x« 
cept ye be converted and become as little 
children, ye shall hot enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble 
himself as jLhis little child, the same is greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven." 

This doctrine of meekness is thoroughly 
opposed to the natural heart of man* The 
pride •f man is so great that many will not 
humbje themselves to seek after the simple 
trutihs of even gospel love, but would fiun 
reaeh U> Uvings which are past man's under- 
standing, and farthest out of the reach of 
those who pride themselves upon knowing the 
most; a(nd for this reason, I quote the 
words of Scripture, that, *'God resisteth the 
proudf 9xA giveth grace to the humble" 

The minister must suit his food to his con- 
gregatioais and so far as he can see, look 
more to theiir hearts than to (^eir countenances, 
lie must be like St. Paul, feeding with mSk 
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as the foundation, taking ''heed how he build- 
eth' thereupon. For other foundation can no 
man lay, than is laid, which is Jesus ChHst." 

Is that foundation really laid in each of 
our hearts? If so, we shall be humble, 
aye, humble in religion, as well as in all 
things pertaining to the world. If others 
call us "babes in Christ," let us not regard it 
in anger, but rather rejoice that we be con- 
sidered at all to belong to the Lord Jesus 
Christ If we be in Him and He in us, 
whether babes in Him, or grown up in Him, 
let us rejoice that we are in Him ; and that 
we have been supplied with the milk of divine 
love, and strengthened with might in' the 
inner man. Let us never return '' railing for 
railing : but contrariwise blessing," pra3dng that 
that mind may be in us which was likewise in 
Christ Jesus* If we differ from one another, 
' let us remember who makes us to differ ; and 
although we carefrdly abstain from partaking 
in or encouraging what we believe to be error, 
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let US not fail to be clothed in humility, and 
to love even those who are most opposed to 
us, as brethren, remembering that we are all 
children of one common Father, and that 
'* with the same measure we mete, it shall be 
measured to us again." 

Pride belongs to the carnal mind, which id 
enmity against God. Humility is a fruit of 
the Spirit, comprising gentleness, goodness, 
and meekness. Let us then humble ourselves 
under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt us in due time. Let us remember Him, 
who, being meek and lowly of heart, vouch- 
safed to be our servant, and graciously in- 
structed his followers, and in them, us, saying; 
" But he that is greatest among yon, let him 
be as the younger ; and he that is chief, as he 
that doth serve. For whether is greater, he 
that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth ? is not 
he that sitteth at meat ? but I am among you 
as he that serveth." Surely such exhortations, 
delivered by such a Being, (even our God) at 
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such a timey should not he in vain. Oh ! how 
full of peace would he our hearts if the grace 
of humility were there. And why ? . Look to 
the soune of humility and its opposite — pride^ 
and you will soon perceive the cause. 

Take this one ohservation home with yoUf and 
ponder- on it. Humility proceeds from our 
iK>vs OF God. Pride from our love of our^ 
selves. If we he really humhle we shall have 
power from ahove, in which to suhdue all evil 
tempers, and instead of looking at our hretbren 
with anger, we shall view them with love ; that 
love which will be, as it were, a reflected love, 
springing from our love to God. If the man 
of humble heart be wronged, does he return 
the wrong? Oh nol He feels how con- 
tinually he is wronging his God, and he prays, 
in earnestness of heart, that the wrongs he has 
received may pass from his mind, and that he 
who wrongs, or wronged him, may be pardoned. 

My dear brethren, would that I could see 
the effects of such humility around us ; would 
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that I could know it to be in each, and feel it 
to be in myself. It will not be ours on the 
sudden, but will arise from constant watchful- 
ness and prayer. It will spring,, as I have 
said, from the love of God in our hearts, and 
springing up it will grow in power, and finally 
produce abundantly ; which may God of his 
infinite mercy grant to each of us, through 
Jesus Christ. 
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LECTURE II. 



" And the Lord said unto him, Peace be unto thee ; 
£ear not: thou shalt not die." — Judges vi, 23. 



According to the intention I expressed in the 
former lecture, we will this day proceed with 
the history of Gideon, praying that divine 
grace may illumine our minds and lead us to 
its consideration, with advantage to our souls, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We have seen the angel of the Lord appear- 
ing unto Gideon ; and his douhts ; likewise 
the command of the angel that he should go 
in his might and save Israel from the hand 
of the Midianites, with the humility shewn 
hy Gideon in his answer, " And he said unto 
him, Oh, my Lord, wherewith shall / save 
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Israel ? Behold, my family is poor in Manas- 
seh, and I am the least in my Other's house.'' 

Thus far had we proceeded, and now let us 
turn to the answer vouchsafed to him firom the 
Lord, by the mouth of his angel. *' And the 
Lord said unto him. Surely I will be with thee, 
and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one 
man." 

Here indeed was an answer to the humility 
of Gideon ; an answer which must have given 
him strength and hope in which to enter on 
the work appointed him. And do we not find 
the message of God in the sacred volume fre- 
quently saying unto us, ''I will be with thee," 
heartening us on in our course through life, 
with the promise of strength, and especially 
declaring, "And lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world." 

It is not a question of doubt with us, as to 
the source from which the message comes. 
There is the Bible before us, and we know it 
to be the revealed will of God ; and in the 
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New Covenant we diBOoyer the fbifilment of 
the raat and wonderfol *pronii8es eomtttmedin 
the Old, while we are atanred that. through the 
Lord Jesus Christ we may do all ^ngs. ; Nut, 
as in ike instance before .ns, on one partiaslar 
oooasion only, does tlie Laid ptomiK to he 
with us, bat alway. Not one or two liiittgs 
only are we told may be done through iia 
Lord Jesus Qirist, but " I csn do axl things 
Idurough <}hr]8t'which strengtheneth me. " And 
yet witii this promise, and nnmbedeiB others 
of a like encouraging cli8iacler,'howJdttle, how 
seldom do we -stand and ifight >agaiint .that 
enemy whom we thus know it is in cnr power 
to conquer. ** Surely I will be widi ifthee," 
falls on our ear in cold and fonnal strain, 'vntth^ 
out appearing to Teach our hfsatt:; and wiliioBt 
that be awakened, all eke is vain. 

Such, I mean, is too frequently the case ; for 
there are times, when our souls "would be borne 
down in utter deapair, were it not. for anch 
gracious assurances. There joe times when 
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the promises of the Gospel are like draughts 
of pore and eool water to the weary traveller 
in the desert ; when they infbse new life into 
us, and we feel full of that strength, which we 
know ean alone proceed from above ; when we 
can exclaim with the P«almi8t, " Oh taste and 
tee that the -Lord is good ; blessed is the man 
that trasteth in Him." But alas ! how often 
is it otherwise ; how often do we seem dead 
and buried in the world, and the things of the 
world, and although we hear the voice (as it 
were) of the Son of Qod calling us to come 
forth, yet are we as though we did not bear ; 
we do not seem to feel it until (perhaps) the 
chastening hand of God aroutes nis from our 
lethargy, and t&en will the cheering assurance, 
" I will be with thee," fill our '«oul, as it did 
that of Gtideon, with new-born hope. 

Butit^eems from what followed, that Gideon 
was feaiful lest some deception ^tfhould be 
practised upon him, and was anxioas to ascer- 
tain that it really was an angel Irom the Lord 
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who had deigned to visit him. Humble as 
he esteemed himself, he could scarcely deem it 
possible that the Lord would vouchsafe so 
much honor for him. He thought it must be 
some wandering of his brain, some delusion, of 
which he would soon lose sight. It is true the 
angel of the Lord was still before him, (most 
likely in the form of a man) and he therefore 
thought it advisable to ascertain before his de- 
parture, whether he really came from God. 
'* And he said unto him, If now I have found 
grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign that 
thou talkest with me. Depart not hence, I 
pray thee, until I come tmto thee, and bring 
forth my present, and set it before thee. And 
he said, I will tarry until thou come again." 

Having accordingly prepared and brought 
out his present, " the angel of God said unto 
him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, 
and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the 
broth. And he did so. Then the angel of the 
Lord put forth the end of the staff that was in his 
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hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened 
cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, 
and consumed the flesh and the unleavened 
cakes." Such was the miracle hy which the 
Lord vouchsafed to assure his servant Gideon, 
that it was indeed He who had sent to him, 
that it was indeed He who had promised to he 
with him. And then, lest a douht should still 
remain upon his mind, "The angel of the Lord 
departed out of his sight." 

The mighty man of valor had prayed that 
the Lord would shew him some token, hy which 
he might he assured that the message was &om 
Him ; yet when such was done, and the &ct 
confirmed, hy the disappearance of the messen- 
ger, he was filled with alarm, *'And when 
Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the 
Lord, Gideon said, Alas, oh Lord God! for 
hecause I have seen an angel of the Lord fjAce 
to face." 

And why was Gideon thus fearful? Why 
should he have exclaimed in terror, " Alas, oh, 
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Lord'God! for becftose I have seen an angel 
of tbe Lord face to fiioe." Because, my 
biethreny he was humble; because he was 
sensible of his own sinMness. For ^at 
causes humflity like that ind^vpelling consdous- 
uess of sin, which pulls man down from 'his 
high towear of pride, and brings him 4o the 'foot 
Df the cross ^of l^e Lord Jesus Christ? He 
could scarcely believe it possible Ihat ^od 
would send an angel to 'him'^-*-to him mko was 
the least in his father's house; yet not only 
had such •been the case, but a miracle had been 
nrrought for >his 'especial direction ; tmd under a 
sense of such wonderful condescending^ lotFe, 
he folt his own nothingness. 

In like manner when the Son of Man, a^r 
teaching firom the ship, commanded Peter to let 
down his nets for a -draught, and when they 
Iwd this done, they enclosed so great a mul- 
titude of fishes that their net brake, and 
they filled both their ships, *'When Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees. 
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f ayingy Depart from me ; for I am a unful 
man, O Lord." The wonder that had been 
wrought on his behalf, filled the mind of the 
Apostle with dismay, for he could soarcely be- 
lieve it possible that for him so mighty a 
miracle could be performed, without some 
weighty judgment following. The sense of 
his own sinfulness struck upon his eonsdeneei 
when thus contrasted with the wonderful mer- 
cies of God. 

And surely some of us may find a like feel- 
ing arising occasionally, under any unexpected 
and merciful dispensation of Providence. Nay 
more, there are times when the light of divine 
truth shines so clearly upon us, that we are not 
only able to detect and perceive our own de- 
formity, our own hideousness, our own un- 
deanness — but the immeasurable love of God 
towards us. There are times when we. are, as 
it were, permitted to have a glimpse of the 
height and depth and breadth of the love of 
God for us miserable sinners ; when the 
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earthiness of our own nature seems to give 
way before the spiritual eye of faith, and we 
are lost in astonishment at the extent of that 
forbearance which has spared us so long, and 
still withholds that wrath, which we so amply 
merit. It is true we cannot say with Gideon, 
"Alas, oh Lord God! for because I have seen 
an angel of the Lord face to face." But, my 
brethren, we can say more, for we can and 
shall, when our eyes are open, say, Alas, ob 
Lord God ! for because we have seen that 
wonderful dispensation by which God became 
man and died to save sinners. What that 
Gideon saw could equal this ? The Israelites 
talked with God out of the midst of the fire 
and lived. We, in the counsels of Omniscience, 
behold the Son of God as man upon the cross, 
dying for our transgressions, yet live. Yes, 
my brethren, live to sin against Him more 
and more — live to read all He endured for us, 
and yet to put Him to an open shame. Have we 
not then greater cause than Oideon to exclaim, 
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Alas, oh Lord God ! — ^Alas ! to us sinful crea- 
tures, who so often rebel against that mercy 
which is so boundless ; against that love which 
knows no limit ? Alas, oh Lord God ! which 
of us miserable sinners shall even dare, in the 
midst of our transgressions^ to lift up our eyes 
unto thee, when we look upon all thy mercies, 
and remember that there never has been a 
time when thou hast forgotten to be gracious ; 
that there never was a time when the purpose 
of God, the great, the vast, the immeasurable 
purpose of man's redemption did not exist, — 
that it wasy and is, an eternal purpose ; — ^that 
as there never was a time when God did not 
exist, so never was there a time when the in- 
carnation of the Son of God was not deter- 
mined on — determined on in counsels which 
never change, but are the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever* This is a great, an im- 
penetrable mystery, to be received as such by 
the Christian, in fidness of faith, because it 
has been revealed to him in that word which 



30 THB HISTOaT Off oa)Boir. 

cannot lie ; to be treasured up as the pearl of 
costliest price, which has, in mercy, been be« 
stowed upon us. It is here that we aniTe at 
the perfection of God — at the centre from 
which all springs^— even the lovb ov God. 
Here then we arrive at God himself. Again 
then I aay,. may wie not exclaim with Giideon, 
'* Alas^ okLoord'Gbd!" when we think of the 
extent of that love which haa reached even to 
us^ which gives- a means, ''a way," by which 
we may approach to Him ; which promisee us 
victory over our enemy, sayings He will be 
W]th-us,r-^whidi o£Fer» to receive our repent* 
anoe even imperfect, and full of sin as it is 2 
Most assuredly we may ; we may in astonish* 
ment and in awe-struck wonder exdansi 
<< Alas, oh Lord God r* 

And now, my brethren, let us turn, and ex« 
amine the result of his exclamation, in the case 
of Gideon, in order that we may ascertain how 
such humble fear, such an overpowering sense 
of God's forbearing love, would be received at 
the throne of grace. 
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Upon referring to ouip text» we shall have 
an answer, ''And the Lord said unto him^ 
Peace be unto thee ; fear not.*' And then to 
quiet his immediate fear, lest he should be con- 
sumed in the displeasure of God, he graciously 
addedt " Thou shalt not die/* 

And what is His language to us ? Even the 
same as it has been to man from the beginning : 
to such, I mean, as have sought Him in love. 
" Peace be unto thee ; fear not : thou shalt not 
diet" What was the language used at the 
&U? What said God to the serpent? "I 
will put enmity between thee and the woman» 
and between thy seed and her seed ; it shall 
bruise thy head* and thou shalt bruise his 
heeL" And wa» not this glorious promise, in 
which was contained the assurance of the ad«> 
vent of the Son of God — was not this to say, 
'* Peace be unto thee, fear not, thou shalt not 
die?" and that too in the hour of deepest 
despair, and when they might well exclaim, 
"AlaSy oh Lord God!" in a sense of their 
utterly lost state. 
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When Abram was childless, what said the 
word of God to him ? " Fear not : I am thy 
shield, and thy exceeding great reward." 

What said the Lord to Hagar, when " the 
water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the 
child (Ishmael) under one of the shrubs. • . • 
For she said, let me not see the death of the 
child. And she sat over against him, and lift 
up her voice, and wept ?" ** The angel of 
God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said 
unto her. What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not." 

To Isaac, the Lord appeared at Beersheba 
and said, "I am the God of Abraham thy 
father : fear not, for I am with thee." On the 
very same spot, when Jacob was on his way to 
Egypt, '' God spake unto Israel in the visions 
of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he 
said. Here am I. And he said, I am God, 
the God of thy father : fear not to go down 
into Egypt ; for I will there make of thee a 
great nation." 

When the Children of Israel were about to 
possess their promised land, what was the 
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language of God to them ? " Fear kot, neither 
he discouraged." What said the same God to 
Joshua ? " Be strong and of a good courage ; 
BE not apraid ; neither he thou dismayed : 
for the Lord thy God is with thee, whitherso- 
ever thou goest." 

The prophet Isaiah (xxxv, 3, 4,) has the fol- 
lowing heautiful passage of encouragement, in 
reference to the advent of the Son of God : 
** Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm 
the feehle knees. Say to them that are of 
a fearful heart. Be strong, fear not : heholdi 
your God will come with vengeance, even God 
with a recompense ; he will come and save 
you." Again, "Fear not: for I am with 
thee." But the quotations from the Old Cove- 
nant of a precisely similar character are too 
numerous to he introduced, and I shall there- 
fore proceed to the New Covenant that we 
may ohserve the language there held. 

When the Angel Gahriel appeared unto 
Zacharias, to foretel the hirth of John the' 

D 
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Baptist, ''And when Zacharias saw him, he 
was troubled^ and fear fell upon him. But the 
angel «aid unto him. Fear not, Zacharias : .&r 
thy psayer la heard." Again, when .the same 
angel appeared to the Virgin Mary about six 
months after, and she was troubled, he " said 
unto her. Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found 
favour with God." Also, when ''the angel of 
the Lord came upon " the shepherds, " and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them : • 
and they were sore afraid," " the angel of the 
Lord said unto them. Fear not : for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people." And when Peter, as we 
have seen, besought the Lord* to depart from 
him, for he was a sinful man ; the answer of 
the Son of Man was, " Fear not." Such was 
likewise the language which he used to Jairus ; 
neither was that of a different character which 
we have lately seen he uttered to the disciples 
when they were in the ship and he on the sea. 
'* Be of good cheer ; it is I ; be not afraid."- 
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And on another oocasioni *' he said unto them. 
Why ABE TB so FEARFUL ? How is it that ye 
have no &ith V* 

Thns, my dear brethren^ do we find the 
same encouragement to the weak, the same 
love to all| held out under each Covenant* In 
truth how could it be otherwise ? as they are 
founded on the .same infinite and unceasing 
love of Godf and the New is but an enlarge- 
ment of the Old ; a rule of practice, in which 
the duties of the law are laid down, not as 
fiilfiUed by a formal, outward observance, but 
as the result of a heartfelt love for God, pro- 
ducing love for men, and thus carrying out 
the law, as divided by our blessed Lord into 
the two great commandments* Under the law, 
comfort was administered, as in the present 
case* by the actual presence of angels sent for 
that purpose* Since his ascension, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, according to his promise, has sent 
''the Comforter," the Holy Spirit, who in 
such passages as are quoted speaketh to us. 
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And what is the glorious fact we deduce 
from these circumstances ? What is the com- 
forting assurance that we receive ? — Even this 
— That to every humble Christian, who may be 
seeking the Lord in a sense of his weakness, 
even to each one of us who may be so seeking 
Him, the Lord says, " Peace be unto thee ; 
FEAR KOT : thou shalt not die." Hear this, ye 
who may be sinking beneath a sense of your 
natural sinfulness — ye who may be oppressed 
with the consciousness of the leprosy of sin — 
who may be inwardly crying, " unclean, un- 
clean" — who may be thinking on God's unfail- 
ing love and your own vileness, until like 
Gideon you say, "Alas, oh Lord God!" 
Look up, my fellow sinner, and take heart from 
the text, " Peace be unto thee ; fear not : 
thou shalt not die." No, thou shalt not die 
eternally, for He who is " the resurrection and 
the life," has died that we might live. He has 
told us not to let our heart be troubled, neither 
to let it be afraid, and of peace He has said, 
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*•** Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you : not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you." What cause have we to fear, when the 
Lord Jesus Christ is our captain? Why 
should we be troubled when he has offered to 
carry our sorrows ? Why should we think to 
die when he has bought our life at the price of 
his own blood ? — ^Why ? — I will tell you ;— 
because we lack love ; because we lack faith. 
My dear brethren, he loves us with an ear- 
nestness, and to an extent, of which our shallow 
hearts have no conception. WeQ may He say 
to us, " Oh ye of little fieiith, wherefore do ye 
doubt ?" Let us then fall low on our knees 
before Him, and beg of Him day by day, in 
the language of the Apostles, to '* increase our 
feith." 
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LECTURE III. 



" But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and 
he* blew a trumpet; and Abi-ezer was gathered after 
Iuxxl"— 'Judges vi, 34. 



Agaik, and for the third time, do we return 
to the interesting history of Gideon. We 
have already seen the angel of the Lord 
appearing unto him — ^his doubts — the com- 
mand of the angel — his humility, and its re- 
ward in the promise of assistance — his desire 
to ascertain the truth of the message, with the 
miracle wrought in witness of it — his alarm 
under a sense of his unworthiness, and the 
blessing with which he was comforted. " And 
the Lord said unto him. Peace be unto thee ; 
fear not : thou shalt not die :" in remembrance 
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of, and ia tbank&lness for, whieh, " Gideon 
built an altar there unto the Lord." On the 
same night he was commanded by the Lord to 
cast down the altar of Baal which his father had, 
to cat down the grove that was by it, and to 
build an altar unto the Lord, upon the top of 
the rock on which the flei^ and unleavened 
cakes had been consumed ; on which altar he was 
to offer up a bullock, with the wood of the grove 
which he had cut down. Fearing the opposi^ 
tion of his father's household, and the men of 
the city, he was unable to do this by day ; and 
therefore, taking ten men of his servants, he 
did as the Lord had said unto him, by night. 
It was not that he feared the consequences of 
the act^ but such an opppsition as, at the time, 
would have prevented the accomplishment of 
God's command. Before |m)oeeding farther, 
let us pause for a time, to consider the several 
lessons which may be gathered firom these few 
events. 
The altar of Baal was to be thrown down. 
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and the grove cut down, before the altar of 
God should be built. With the very wood of 
the grove was the sacrifice to be offered. 
BaaFs altar ^and God*S| could not stand 
together. God and Mammon cannot be served 
at the same time. Mammon must be cast 
down before God can be worshipped " in spirit 
and in truth,*' and such is the only worship 
which he will accept. God is as jealous a 
God now, as in the time of Gideon. It be- 
comes us then to enquire of ourselves, whether 
there be at the present time an altar raised to 
any other than the true God, in our hearts. 
Whether we have an altar there reared up on 
high to the world, or the things of the world ; 
whether, hidden by the grove of self-deception, 
there be an altar there, raised to pride, or self- 
wiU, or intemperance, or lasciviouBoess, or 
covetousness, or hatred, or revenge, or slan- 
der, or any other of those numerous monsters, 
which spring from our evil hearts, and cause us 
not on]y to devote our time to, and bow down 
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and worship before, them, but to forget the 
God who made — ^the Lord who redeemed — 
and the Spirit who offers to sanctify us. The 
grove of which we speak, the grove of self- 
deception, requires to be cut down, before we 
can detect whether we have raised any altar to 
Bin or not ; for as long as Satan can preserve the 
grove of self-deception, so long will he hide in 
it some one altar dedicated to his service. 
This must be first cut down, and I know of 
no better time for its destruction, than that in 
which it was done by Gideon, namely, night ; 
and for the same reason, that the followers of 
Baal, that is, men of the world, will in the day 
be liable to interrupt the work, and prevent it, 
by calling our attention from that rigid self- 
examination, which can alone, by God's grace, 
destroy the grove of self-deception, and which 
can proceed quietly and more securely, when 
no chance exists of any outward hindrance. 
Let us take to this grove then, the fire of seal, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
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of) God. If the light of divine truth be in one 
haad^f We shall not be long in discovering 
wbetb^ th^ grove be standing and extensive. 
If it be there* with .the fire of zeal, and the 
sword of the Spirit, we shall not fail, in the 
'Strength which will be with us, soon to lay 
bene. the altars of oar worldly idol-worship; 
^they 'liiay be very beautifhl to the eye— they 
miy be vtery dear to the heart-— but if wfe 
woidd "v^orship the Lord- our God, down they 
itiustfcoiiie: — ^ndtoneoi^tw^ oiily, but all;-^£br 
as long a!ii one remains, so long will- the ab4r of 
thetme and only God be wanting;, inasmndias 
it is d&tiiicdy stated, that he who ofienda ixl^onfe 
posit is gnOty of alL The altar of Baal' i^eh 
•We may'wiriii to retain, may,- in our s^t^ be 
.very sidall, like the little city of Zoar at^ winch 
Lot desired to tarry, in his lingeiing departure 
from Sodom ; but while we are worshipping at 
that akar, small though we^nmy esteem it, we 
cannot be building one to the true and only God. 
Neithei'must we foige^ that to attempt to pull 
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ddwDy or to bnild up, in oua own strength, 
would be useless. The promise vidi which 
Gideon set forth was, V Snreiy I will be with 
thee :" while the blessing of ** peace be unto 
thee ; fciar not : thou shalt not die," attended 
hinii And are we without promise or bless- 
ing ? On the contrary, we saw, tbisi moment, 
that promises of help and strength have been 
showered on u«^ while blessings more nume- 
rous than that on Gideon attend us ; blessings 
resulting from the gospel in which the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Ibve of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, are extended 
to all who ask in sincerity of heart. I repeat, 
to attempt to build in our own strength, would 
h6 worse than useless. All spiritual power, 
as well as- every other power, belongs to God ; 
and as we *' can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth " us, so can we do nothing 
without Him; nothing which shall tend to 
Gk>d'8 glory, or ouz' own salvation* It is then 
in His stirength that we must strive to pull 
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down the altars of that worldly idol-worship 
which may he in our hearts, and erect an 
altar to Him, who is of purer eyes than to he- 
hold iniquity. 

And upon what is this altar to he huilt? 
The instructions of the Lord to Gideon were, 
" upon the top of this rock." And where shall 
WE find this rock ? If we look in the Psalms 
we shall see. ** The Lord is mt bock ;" and 
also, *' For who is God save the Lord ? or who 
is a bock save our God?" And in Deut. 
(xxxii, 15) we find it said, ^* Then he forsook 
God which made him, and lightly esteemed the 
rock of his salvation." While, in St. Paul's 
First Epistle to the Corinthians, (x, 4,) we see 
it stated, that the Israelites '* drank of that 
spiritual bock that followed them: and that 
ROCK was Christ." This is the rock upon 
which it hehoves us to huild. This is the 
foundation which is indeed " firm as a bock ;" 
and of which Isaiah prophesied, (xxviii, 16,) 
" Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone. 
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a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation:*' of which St. Paul says, (1st 
Cor. ill, 10, 11,) '^Let every man take 
heed how he huildeth thereupon. For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ." And the same Apos- 
tle declares to Timothy, (2nd Epis. ii, 19,) 
** Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth 
sure, having this seal. The Lord knoweth them 
that are his." 

Thus, from this part of the History of Gideon, 
we have heen permitted to gather the necessity 
for cutting down in our hearts that self-decep- 
tion which springs from our natural depravity 
and tends to hide the altars of evil we 
may have raised, and on which we may be 
continually offering to Satan evil tempers, 
hatred, uncharitableness, and those numberless 
transgressions which spring from the natural 
man ; and for building, with the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our foundation, an altar of pure love 
to God, on which may be offered the fruits of 
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that holinessy without which we are assuzed 
''no xaan shall see the Lord." But we may 
also learn, that xnromptitude and £uth in the 
promises of God are required ; for we see 
Qideon, having been .well asnired of the sooxce 
from which bis instructionB came, resolutely 
and immediately undertaking the work of the 
Lord, although adopting the most judicious 
means for its fulfilment. The words of Gk>d 
had been, " fear not ;" and he had not feared ; 
fbi ** when the men of the city arose early in 
the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was 
cast down, and the grove was cut down that 
was by it, and the second bullock was offered 
upon the altar that was built." 

And thus does it become us, in the strength 
of £Edth, to pursue the path which God points 
out, careless of what the world may think, or 
say, or do, " looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith ; who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despis- 
ing the shame, and is set down at the right 
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hand of the throne of God." If we wait until 
we think there is little danger of the world's 
frowns, we shall wait long ; if we wait tmtil 
we think we shall be able to persnade others 
to cast down their idols at the same time as we 
ourselves, we shall wait in vain. We must, 
in full fiuth, AT ONCE do as the Lord has said 
unto us — we must at once proceed in His 
strength, remembering how great things God 
HAS done for us. Like the Psalmist, we must 
say, ** It is God that girdeth me with strength, 
and maketh my way perfect." "Thou hast 
also given me the shield of thy: salvation : and 
thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy 
gentleness hath made me great. Thou hast 
enlarged my steps under me, that my feet did 
not slip. I have pursued mine enemies and 
overtaken them : neither did I turn again tOl 
they were consumed." ** The Lord liveth ; 
and blessed be my bx>ck ; and let the God of 
my salvation be exalted." . " There is nothing' 
too hard for" the Lord, and " His grace" will be 
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sufficient for us, in "which to cast down, and 
tread under our feet, every enemy of our salva- 
tion,whether proceeding from natural sinfulness, 
or from those temptations with which we are all, 
in some way, assailed in our passage through 
the world; and to raise in their stead the 
mighty power of God's love in which to serve 

him. 

But to continue. Upon finding their altar 
cast down, another huilt, and an offering upon 
it, *' they said one to another. Who hath done 
this thing? And when they enquired and 
asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash hath 
done this thing." They therefore demanded of 
his father that he should be given up to death. 
But "Joash said unto all that stood against him. 
Will ye plead for Baal? Will ye save him ? 
He that will plead for him, let him be put to 
death whilst it is yet morning : if he be a God, 
let him plead for himself, because one hath 
cast down his altar." Therefore on that day 
his father called Gideon '' Jerubbaal," which 
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means, let the shameful thing plead, saying, 
" Let Baal plead against him, because he hath 
thrown down his altar." War was the conse- 
quence ; for, " all the Midianites and the 
Amalekites and the children of the East 
were gathered together, and went oi?er, 
and pitched in the valley of Jezreel." This 
had been the object of the act ; and it was in 
proclaiming the strength of the God of Israel 
against the false gods of the people around, 
that the army of the Israelites was to prosper. 
It was under these circumstances, and when 
resolution and energy were most requisite, for, 
be it remembered, their enemies were power- 
ful and numerous, that " the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a 
trumpet; and Abi-ezer was gathered after 
him. And he sent messengers throughout all 
Manasseh ; who also was gathered after him : 
and he sent messengers unto Asher, and unto 
Zebulun, and unto Napthali ; and they came 
up to meet them/' Mighty and omnipotent 
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is the Spirit of the Lord, and happy, thrice 
happy he who is strong in that power. Happy 
he who can, in that Spirit, proclaim with a 
loud voice, the glorious truths of the Lord, 
and lead multitudes to follow and serve 
their God. 

How constantly are we taught in the sacred 
volume, that to help ouselves we have no power 
of ourselves. From the fall of our first pa- 
rents, the Scriptures are hut a continued ac- 
count of the weakness of man and the power 
of God. In the instance hefore us what was 
Gideon, and what were his acts ? He did 
not even hlow the trumpet in his own strength, 
the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and 
he blew a trumpet, but who gave effect to the 
blast of that trumpet? Who gathered together 
the people? Even that same Spirit of the 
Lord by which he was strengthened to act, 
and by which he was throughout impelled. 
That Spirit gave to each separate heart of 
those who joined Gidepn, the impulse so to do. 
Is it not wonderful to think of that mighty 
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Spirit of the Lord, which, unrestrained hy time 
or space, influences at the same moment the 
inhabitants of countries far distant from each 

« 

other ; can as easily call together millions as 
tens to any of those purposes for which they 
may be required ; can make men to be of one 
mind in an house ; and give the weakest in« 
strument power to work His will, whatever 
that be. 

But what is the nezt &ct, in the history 
before us, which may claim our attention ? Gid- 
eon had collected an army of the Israelites, and 
although he might, and must, himself have been 
convinced from the evidence already given, that 
bv HIS hand Israel was to be delivered, — would 
be naturally anxious that they also should feel 
satisfied in that particular. On this account, 
and not, as I think, from any doubt of his own» 
he said unto God, " If thou wilt save Israel by 
mine hand, as thou hast said, behold, I will 
put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if the 
dew be upon the fleece only, and it be dry 
upon aU the earth beside, then shall I know 
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that thou wilt save Israel hy mine hand, as 
thou hast said. And it was so : for he rose up 
early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece to- 
gether, and wringed the dew out of the fleece, 
a bowl full of water. And Gideon said unto 
God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, 
and I will speak but this once : let me prove, 
I pray thee, but this once with the fleece ; let 
it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon 
all the ground let there be dew. And God did 
so that night : for it was dry upon the fleece 
only, and there was dew on all the ground." 
Such was the condescending love of God to- 
wards Gideon, and his people Israel, whom 
he meant to save. 

Thus (it has been beautifully observed) the 
dew of divine grace was at one time granted 
to the Israelites, while the Gentiles were un- 
touched and dry ; whereas now, when the Gen- 
tiles have received the holy dew of Gospel 
dispensation, the Israelites are a dry and empty 
fleece. And here again we have to acknow- 
ledge the free gift of the Spirit of the Lord, 
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which at times will fall like the gentle dew in 
all its refreshing and originating power on a 
single heart, while all around are lifeless and 
dry; at another, will be vouchsafed to the 
many, while the one will be left excluded. 

My dear brethren ;- —it is a question which 
each of us should ask himself continually, Has 
the Spirit of the Lord descended upon me ? 
Is the dew of divine grace upon my heart ? 
Or do I find my soul dry, untouched, and 
barren ? If the Spirit of the Lord come upon 
us, though it's influence like dew, will be 
calm, peaceful, and invigorating ; it's power 
will enable us to drive back the enemies of our 
salvation. It will be as the balm of Gilead 
to the wounded soul : impart strength where 
all before was weakness ; and give faith 
where all was doubt. It will instil the 
purest Christian love where all before was va- 
riance ; — will speak peace to the afflicted, — 
controul but increase the joy of the happy, — 
and support the weary on his road. It will 
give riches to the poor, riches which will never 



54 THE HISTORY OF GIDEOH. 

decay ; and light to those who sit in darkness. 
It is also a free gift ; a gift which we can do 
nothing to deserve, and which yet has heen 
parchased for us at the immeasurable price of 
the blood of God made man* There is how- 
ever one condition annexed to the possession 
of this blessing. We m\ut ask for it— -we 
must SEEK it, in earnestness of prayer* 
The power so to do is vouchsafed to us, and 
alas! for him who declines to profit by that 
power ! 

Had Gideon refused to obey the Spirit of 
the Lord when it came upon him, no army 
would have collected, his cause would have 
been ruined, and he himself slain. If we re- 
fuse to use the means placed at our disposal, 
the power of Satan will overwhelm us, and we 
too shall die ; — die that second death, which 
is eternal ! 

One, whom many of you well knew, has 
within these few days departed* Her soul has 
winged its way from its eardily dwelling place, 
and to-morrow her body will be consigned to 
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its kindred dust. Like most in her state, 
towards the last, her weakness and decay were 
such as, perhaps, to stay even the exertion of 
earnest thought. Oh let us not, I entreat 
you, let us not put off to that hour, that 
awful hour, the repentance, the seeking after 
God and the influence of His Holy Spirit, 
which should he immediate and constant* 
Let us continually heseech that the Spirit of 
the Lord may he granted to us ; to the end, 
that, led hy this Spirit to the Son of God, we 
may be clothed in His righteousness and dwell 
in the presence of the Trinity in Unity to all 
eternity. May the dew of Divine Grace fall, 
not upon one or two while the rest are left 
untouched, but upon each of us ; so that the 
plants of holy Christian love, may thrive in 
our hearts, and produce fruit in righteousness. 
May the Spirit of the Lord come upon each 
of us in all His power, enable ns to conquer 
our spiritual enemies, and finally lead us to 
Himself through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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LECTURE IV. 



" And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three hundred 
men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midi- 
anites into thine hand: and let all the other people go 
erery man unto his place." — Judges vii, 7. 

According to my declared intention I again 
return to the instructive History of Gideon, for 
the application of which to our hearts, I 
would humhly but earnestly entreat the in- 
fluence of that Power, which alone can render 
the weak strong, and the timid full of &ith. 
May the dew of Divine Ghrace rest upon us, 
to the intent that we may believe and bring 
forth fruit an hundred fold. 

Gideon, who had, as we have seen, been 
called Jerub-baal* after his destroying the 

* In the Midianite tongue, Jeruh-baal signifies the 
mighty (or chosen, sacred) leader. 
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Altar of Baal, was confirmed in his power as 
leader or judge of the people of Israel by the 
two successive miracles, of dew upon the fleece, 
when the earth was dry, and the absence of 
dew from the fleece when it had &llen thickly 
close around it. The leader's authority being 
thus established, he prepared his army for 
battle, and early in the morning "pitched 
beside the well of Harod," while the Midianites 
were in the valley. We may imagine how 
the heart of Gideon must have glowed with 
joy as he led out his army in honour of the 
true and only God, against the worshippers of 
Baal, the oppressors of the Almighty's chosen 
people. He had now witnessed some of that 
miraculous power of which he had spoken 
when the Angel of God first addressed 
him, and of which, as he justly said, their 
fathers had told them. H ow anxiously yet 
confidentlv must he have looked to the de- 
liverance, which would be wrought for his 
nation out of the hands of their enemies by 
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his instrumentality, though perhaps, and from 
the infirmity of himian nature, a passing fear 
might cross his mind, as he heheld the multi- 
tude of the army hefore him, and compared 
his own small numbers with them. But what* 
ever might have heen his thoughts, the 
declaration of Gk>d must have surprised him, 
when, *'the Lord said unto Oideon, The 
people that are with thee are too many for me 
to give the Midianites into their hands, lest 
Israel vaunt themselves against me, sayingi 
Mine own hand hath saved me. Now there- 
fore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people^ 
saying. Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let 
him return and depart early from Mount 
Gilead. And there returned of the people 
twenty and two thousand ; and there remained 
ten thousand." What a lamentable picture 
of the weakness of human nature does this 
afford! They had, as I think we may safely 
infer, beheld and acknowledged the miraeu- 
lous sign that Israel should be delivered by 
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the hand of Gideon. They had all obeyed 
bis summons and proceeded within sight of 
the enemy, yet now more than two thirds of 
the whole number turned back. The pro- 
clamation of GHideon, as commanded by Ood, 
was in accordance with that which the leaders 
had to speak, when the people came nigh 
QBto the battle. "And the officers shall 
speak further unto the people, and they shall 
say, What man is there that is fearful and 
ftint-hearted ; let him go and return unto his 
house, lest his brethren's heart faint as well as 
his heart."* 

In the instance before us we have seen the 
people, not merely following Gideon against 
the Midianites, but hastenimo so to do; 
rising early for that purpose, for, as we ex- 
pressly read, " all the people that were with 
him KOBE UP EA&LT." Yet now, careless of 
God's religion — careless of their brethren's 
safety— careless of the life of their leader — and 

♦ Deut XX, 8. 
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careless of all except themselves, twenty and 
two thousand, more than two thirds of the 
host returned. 

And cannot we find any thing of the same 
description in ourselves, or in those around ? 
Do we not often see men when they wish to 
escape from the consequences of any sm, or 
even when generally conscious of sinfulness, 
anxious at first to do all they can, resolving 
and perhaps talking much of what they will 
do, and yet afterwards, when they discover its 
difficulty, and how hard it is to struggle 
against the enemies hy whom they are op- 
posed, " the devil, the world, and the flesh ;" 
forsaking the battle, and returning to evil, 
unmindful of the promise of victory, provided 
they will but " trust in the Lord, and in the 
power of His might." 

It is easier to follow the multitude to do 
evil, than to continue steadily pursuing the 
quiet, unobstrusive, straight-forward path, 
which, though it leads us against our enemies, 
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leads us to certain victory through Him who 
strengtheneth us, even the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Where many are joined in one act or aim, 
virhatever it may be, one strengtheneth another ; 
but let us ever remember that " though hand 
join in hand, the wicked shall not go un- 
punished : but the seed of the righteous shall 
be delivered. " Let us ever rather strive to 
" fight the good fight of foith,*' knowing that 
we shall not fight alone, for God will be with 
us; and "if God be for us, who can be against 
us V* Let us remember also that hereby and 
" henceforth there is laid up for " us " a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give " us " at that (the last) day." 
The individual sin of each, was not lessened, 
because twenty two thousand turned from the 
right way; and yet, such is the folly of man, 
that he will generally console himself, or quiet 
his conscience, by reference to the numbers 
who are in a like case with himself, and per- 
haps one of the first answers to expostulation 
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against any wrong act will be, ''at any rate I 
was not alone : " forgetful of the command, 
''Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do 
evil ; " and bear in mind that " many are called 
but few chosen." If we would be among that 
FEW, we shall, like Gideon, humbly seek the 
will of the Lord, and having found it, we shall, 
in His strength, steadily pursue it, and in it 
we shall be confirmed, strengthened, stab- 
lished. We shall not then be moved by every 
idle wind that blows, and carried hither and 
thither. We shall not leave that post which 
the Lord has assigned us ; we shall not be led 
to desert our ranks, carried away by curiosity, 
or vanity, but as soldiers of the Church 
Militant here on earth, we shall strive, in 
another's power, to "walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith " we " are called, " and 
" adorn the docrine of Ood our Saviour in all 
things." Satan may tempt us to swell the 
host of the enemy, but him we shall " resist, 
steadfeist in the faith/' Should the rage for 
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novelty continue, which at present exists, the 
time may, by possibility, not be far distant, when 
our beloved church, I say our beloved church, 
for it IS beloved, will no longer exist in Eng- 
land, but each parish be left to the Sunday visits 
of strange Ministers ; and then, then will the 
poor begin to feel their loss, as they discover 
the kind, never-failing Mends they have had 
in their resident Pastors, while they will in 
vain look round for others to supply their 
place, to *' rejoice with them that do rejoice, 
and weep with them that weep." Then vainly 
will they seek for an ear into which to pour 
their tale of woe, and a hand to administer 
somewhat to their wants — Then will one link 
of union between the poor and rich be broken ; 
-^then perhaps will the dying penitent in vain 
seek for a gospel messenger to declare the 
good tidings of salvation, through the Son of 
God, to his burdened soul, for such may not 
be near ; — then will one check to evil be re- 
moved, and with it the quiet joy of the day of 
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rest. — But I must pause, — for to tell a very 
small part of the evils, both temporal and 
spiritual, which must result to the poor from 
the introduction of such novelties, would take 
up more time than yet remains. May the Lord 
God Almighty, in His infinite mercy very long 
preserve our country from so heavy a dis- 
pensation ; may love to the Church so abound 
that its members may seek in all things to 
promote her best interests, and value their 
appointed teachers too highly to think of 
aiming a blow at their common mother. 
May every minister always avoid giving 
needless pain to any of his flock ; bearing 
in mind that his message is one of peace 
and love ; and may each of the flock dread 
causing grief to him who is the especial 
messenger of the gospel, and whom it behoves 
to be jealous for the honor of that Master 
whose Holy Spirit, far from causing divisions, 
would lead men to be "like-minded, having 
the same love, being of one accord, of one 
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mind.*' May He who alone can give light to 
the blind enlighten them, and bestow on all 
OUT souls the influence of Divine Truth ; that, 
created, redeemed, and sanctified by love, the 
Lord Jesus Christ may be in us and we in 
Him ; so that all our thoughts, words, and 
actions, may tend, through the influence of the 
Spirit, to His glory. 

After twenty-two thousand men had re- 
turned from the army, and only ten thousand 
remained, **the Lord said unto Gideon, the 
people are yet too many ; bring them down 
unto the water, and I will try them for thee 
there : and it shall be, that of whom I say 
unto thee. This shall go with thee, the same 
shall go with thee ; and of whomsoever I say 
unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the 
same shall not go. So he brought down the 
people unto the water: and the Lord said 
unto Gideon, every one that lappeth of the 
water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him 
shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one 
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that boweth down upon his knees to drink. 
And the number of them that lapped, putting 
their hand to their mouth, were three hundred 
men : but all the rest of the people bowed 
down upon their knees to drink water. And 
the Lord said unto Gideon, by the three 
hundred men that lapped will I save you, and 
deliver the Midianites into thine hand: and 
let all the other people go every man unto his 
place. So the people took victuals in their 
hand, and their trumpets : and he sent all the 
rest of Israel every man unto his tent, and re- 
tained those three hundred men ; and the host 
of Midian was beneath him in the valley." 

Some have endeavoured to explain why this 
distinction was made between those who lap- 
ped, and those who bowed down upon their 
knees to drink, but as they considerably 
differ, I shall venture a suggestion that lap- 
ping, is the act of the dog, the really fiedthful ; 
and even the Heathen of that age universally 
represented their best, wisest, and most trust- 
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worthy, by the symbol of the dog : farther and 
Bpirituallyy of its being a figure, by which the 
upright in faith were represented, in pre^rence 
to those who bent to the world and the things 
of the world; those who were chosen being 
such as took up the water in the palm of their 
han4s and drank it in an upright position. 
But the nature of this distinction is of little 
importance, as some means were necessary to 
make known to Gideon those selected for the 
work, and the means chosen answered the 
purpose as well as any other, and sufRciently. 
We may observe, in the foregoing events, 
that many of those who were willing to fight 
in the cause of their God, were not permitted 
so to do, but were dismissed *' every man unto 
his place." He who knows the thoughts of 
men can alone tell what filled each heart in 
that numerous body. Some might have been 
induced to remain under a hope of sharing the 
glory of victory. Without any reference to Him 
ifi whoiie cause they fought. They might have 
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" loved the praise of men more than the praise 
of God." Alas ! what a snare is this to many 
a soul in the present day : and it is one how 
difficult to detect! We may be willing to 
fight against those temptations of the world 
which, like the host of the Midianites, are 
encamped against our souls. But to what end ? 
For the sake of our God or ourselves ? — This 
is an important — a most important question. 
We may resist temptation — bear up under 
afflictions — fight against our evil tempers — 
struggle against pride — open our hand to the 
needy — and yet we may be working the work 
of Satan, for in every act we may be seeking 
the praise of man, and not be thinking of, nor 
caring for, the praise of God ; — striving to stand 
well in the eyes of those by whom we are sur- 
rounded, rather than looking ''to an inheri- 
tance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven.'* If it be 
thus with any one of us, our case would be 
less dangerous, were we, like the men before 
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US, sent back, and not engaged at all ; for then 
we should be unable to deceive ourselves : — 
then we should be unable to say, Peace, when 
there was no peace, nor deal in vain glory, 
which is wickedness ; and " there is no peace, 
saith the Lord," unto the wicked. The 
character we have described cannot be happy. 
Tme, he may have "a form of godliness,** 
but he will deny " the power thereof.** Such 
will not be the men of earnest secret prayer, 
and why not ? Because they know nothing of 
the immeasurable pleasure of a communion 
with God. Their friend is the world — God is 
ON their lips, but he is not in their heart : He 
is not sought for as the chiefest good. Like 
the Pharisees of old, such men have their re- 
ward. They look to the world, and in the 
world they sometimes attain to what they 
have sought ; and having attained, discover it 
to have been not worth the seeking. But 
more frequently they fail in their purposes, 
and gather for themselves shame and confusion 
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of &ce ; — or like those before us, in the midst 
of their fair professions, they are suddenly dis- 
missed from the enterprize by the voice of God 
which sends them home, — and to what ? — even 
to their last home — the grave! The grave! 
where there is no repentance, where ta the un« 
godly all is dark and full of horror; but 
where to the righteous, to those who have 
looked in fulness of £uth on the merits of 
theb Redeemer, and have fought in His power 
the enemies of their salvation — there is a briU 
liant light — the joy of realized hope — the re- 
surrection to eternal life. 

What would life be without that hope? 
Where would the mind of the weary traveller 
through life's wilderness rest, unless the de- 
claration oi the Son of Man were often he&xe 
him ? " I am the resurrection, and the life : 
he that believeth in me, though he wece 
dead, yet shall he live : and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die." What 
is it that softens the pang of separation from 
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those we love, but this glorious assurance ? 
What is it that enables the Christian pilgrim 
in his journey to Zion to bear the insults, the 
mockery, and the wrongs of a cold world, like 
a knowledge of this one fact? What, like 
this, can support us in affliction — or give us 
stnmgth to stand against that host, warring 
within and without, and which would ^n 
thrust us away from the gate of life ? The 
passions are a powerful host — but the Lord has 
himseK overcome it, and to us he has promised 
the victory through Jesus Christ^ 
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LECTURE V. 



" And the three companies blew the trumpets, and 
brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, 
and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal : and 
they cried, The sword of the Lord and of Gideon." — 
Judges vii, 20. 

In my last lecture we followed the history of 
Gideon to the eighth verse, having seen his 
army, at the command of God, diminished' from 
thirty-two thousand men to three hundred. 

*' And it came to pass the same night, " that 
is, when the army consisted of three hundred 
men, " that the Lord said unto him, Arise, 
get thee down unto the host ; for I have de- 
livered it into thine hand. But if thou fear to 
go down, go thou with Phurah thy servant 
down to the host : and thou shalt hear what 
they say ; and afterward shall thine hands be 
strengthened to go down unto the host. " 
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How much of the evidence of God's love is 
brought before us in this history ! Here again 
is the Lord deigning to stoop to the weakness 
of man's nature, and offering a confirmation of 
His word : not only bearing with the doubting 
fear of Gideon, but forestalling the expression 
of fear, by mercifully proposing a remedy. 
'*If thou fear to go down, go thou with 
Phurah thy servant down to the host: and 
thou shalt hear what they shall say ; and after- 
ward shall thine hands be strengthened to go 
down unto the host. " 

And if we watch as well as pray, shall we 
not continually see the Lord condescending, 
through the darkness of the dangers or trials 
before us, to shew such a gleam of the light of 
hope, or joy, as may assure our hearts within 
us, that we abe not, and shall not be 
forsaken ? If we fear, does He not mercifully 
bid us go down and look into the difficulty 
before us, and we shall then acknowledge it is 
not and cannot be too great for Him to over- 
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come. The union of watchAilness with piayer 
and confidence in Him, will open more and 
more to us the boundless field of a Godhead's 
love-^will shew us day by day* more fully. 
His unceasing superintendence^ of events^ tend- 
ing towards the on^ great end of Ufe^ — the 
salvation of our souls. Let us not turn away 
from the sight, but seek it in earnestness of 
spirit^^seek it in joyfulness of heart. Let us 
seek it that we may afterwards, meet our ad:- 
versaries in greater strength, and putting on 
the whole armour of God, become more than 
conquerors through the Lord Jesus Chnst. 

Gideon delayed not to avail himself of the 
permission of the Lord, but ** went dowu with 
Phurah his servant unto the outside of the 
armed men that were in the host« " which host 
i3 despribed to have been like " grasshoppers for 
multitude,, and their camete without numhen " 
" And when GideooL was- come, behold*, thfixe 
was a« man that, told a dxeam,. unto, hia felbv, 
aftd said, Behold* I dfeamed a dream*, and lo, 
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a cake of barley bread tambled into the host 
of Midian, and came unto a tenti and smote it 
that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay 
along. And his fellow answered and said^ 
This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon 
the son of Joash, a man of Israel : for into his 
hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the 
hostf " Such was the mizaculous encourage- 
ment again vouchsafed to the favoied Gideon. 
Neither was the mercy unfelt or unacknow^ 
ledged, for we find, " it was so, when Gideon 
heard the telling of the dream, tmd the inter- 
pretation thereof, that he worshipped, and 
returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise ; 
for the Lord hath delivered into your hand the 
host of Midian. " 

How frequently do events occur to the. 
watdbftil Christian, in wbich he so dearly 
traces the hand of God, that he pours forth the 
silent fulness of his grateful love at the 
moment ; in the- expressive language before usi 
** woiisBiPs,*' when the stirring scene around 
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prevents more prolonged thanksgiving. Crowds 
may be engaged in all their varied occupa- 
tions — we ourselves may have active duties, — 
yet in one brief pause, will the heart ascend in 
glowing earnestness of fervent prayer ; " Oh 
God ! permit me a sinner, to offer Thee the tri- 
bute of my earnest, heart-felt thanks, for this, as 
for all thy other boundless mercies, through 
Jesus Christ." How full of happiness are 
moments like these, snatched firom the world 
and worldliness, when we recognize the hand 
of a heavenly- Father's Love, pouring forth 
from its fulness some welcome blessing, and 
giving our heart an unexpected joy. These 
are moments, my dear brethren, which the 
Christian would not exchange for any earthly 
gift ; and yet of such momekts, increased in 
extent beyond the power of thought, will the 
ETERNITY of hcavcn consist. Think — ^an 
eternity of happiness far beyond the utmost 
stretch of bliss to which the soul has at any 
one instant attained, in its nearest communion 
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with its Maker. For such, we, miserable 
sinners, are permitted to hope — such is pro- 
mised us if we walk, and work in faith, through 
the merits and intercession of our Redeemer. 

Immediately on his return unto the host of 
Israel, Gideon said, " Arise : for the Lord hath 
delivered into your hand the host of Midian. 
And he divided the three hundred men into 
three companies, and he put a trumpet in 
every man's hand, with empty pitchers, and 
lamps within the pitchers. And he said unto 
them. Look on me, and do likewise : and, be- 
hold, when I come to the outside of the camp, 
it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. When 
I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with 
me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every 
side of all the camp, and say, The sword of 
the Lord, and of Gideon." 

I would here briefly observe, that Gideon 
did not neglect to use the means placed at his 
disposal, in the manner most likely to ensure 
success. He had been assured by miraculous 
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signs, as we have seeni that God would be 
with him and the three hundred chosen men ; 
but he did not the less make use of the power 
entrusted to him, and disposed the men iti 
such a manner, and with such instruments, as 
could not fail to increase in a great degree 
the efifect of their sudden appearance in the 
night. 

Thus does it behove us in evert way, to 
seek God*s glory ; to use every power which 
he has granted us to that end, and above all 
not to neglect the continued exertion of that 
light of reason in His cause, which but too 
often is hidden beneath the earthem vessels, 
the dark and over-shading aims and impulses, 
of our worldly frames. 

Gideon and his three hundred men were 
actively and, at the same time, judiciously em- 
ployed. They knew the time was God'6 — 
the NUHBEtt was Gon's-^and the power w^s 
God's ; therefore, while they left nothing un- 
done that might ensure success, they strictly 
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obejred God'8 oommands, and confidently 
looked to Him for the result. 

Oh, that we might, each and all of us, be 
enabled, by the strength of Divine Grace, 
with equal actiyity and earnestness of faith, to 
ful£l His win, and look to the Lord Jesus 
Christ for the result. 

" So Gideon, and the hundred men that 
were with him, came unto the outside of the 
camp in the beginning of the middle watch ; 
and they had but newly set the watch : and 
they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers 
that were in their hands. And the three com* 
panics blew the trumpets, and brake the 
pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands> 
and the trumpets in their right hands to blow 
withal : and they cried, The sword of the Lord, 
and of GKdeon. And they stood every man in 
his place round about the camp : and all the 
host ran, and cried, and fled. And the three 
hundred blew the trumpets, and the Lord set 
every man's sword against his fellow, even 
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throughout all the host : and the host fled to 
Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to the border of 
Abel-Meholah, unto Tabbath." 

The word lamps might have been better 
rendered torches, which were placed in the 
pitchers to conceal the approach of those who 
carried them, from the enemy. Behold the 
faith of those three himdred men, marching 
against an army, the whole host of their 
enemies. See them and Gideon depending, 
not on the arm of flesh, but on the promise 
and power of God. Do they then expect to 
cut through that host and slay each man his 
thousands? Most assuredly not. In their right 
hand is a trumpet — ^in their left a pitcher 
and a torch ; we hear nothing of any warlike 
instrument. The time selected was the dead 
of night. We may imagine their silent 
advance towards the unconscious Midianites. 
Each separate company taking up its station, 
till the first blast of Gideon's trumpet awoke 
the echoes of the night. Then rose on every 
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side the crash of breaking pitchers and burst 
forth the blaze of torches, dazzling the eyes 
and bewildering the senses of those awakened 
from their sleep ; while the continued blast of 
the three hundred trumpets, and the &r-re- 
sounding shout of '* The sword of the Lord, 
and of Gideon," confirmed the enemy's first 
fear that Israel was in their camp ; so that in 
the confusion and darkness every man's sword 
was turned against his fellow, and many fell by 
the hand of their own friends. But why were 
such means used for the conquest of the Midi- 
anites ? Why was not the battle set in array 
against them, as it had been against Sisera by 
Barak and Deborah ? The reason is assigned 
in the second verse to which we referred in my 
last lecture, ** And the Lord said unto Gideon, 
The people that are with thee are too many for 
me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest 
Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying 
Mine own hand hath saved me.'* It was to 
he evident, not only to the Israelites, but to 

o 
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U8» tkat the battle is the Lord's. It was there- 
fore that the blast of trumpets, and the light of 
torches, and the breaking of pitchers, took the 
place of sword and spear. Under such cir** 
oiunstances, no doubt could exist as to the 
source from which the flight and subsequent 
destruction of the enemy arose. No man of 
the three hundred who put the enemy to flight, 
could plume himself upon a share in producing 
such an eflect. All they had done was, under 
their leader, to obey God's directions* Theyi 
had been chosen by Him, and they well knew, 
for in the dream, and its interpretation, the 
fisict was proved, that it was the Divine Power 
which had aflected the Midianites- with such 
great and panic fear. 

And what may we gather from this part of 
the history ? Even that as God^s ways are 
not like man's ways, so does He continually 
bring about the most important results by 
simpler means than could occur to us. Still 
those means He appoints, and without them 
will not bring about the result. 
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Naaman was tb dip seven times in the river 
Jordan before he could be cured of his leprosy. 
The blind man was commanded by the Saviour 
to wash in the pool of Siloam^ that he might 
receive hid sight. Moses was to lift up the 
braiKen serpent in the wilderness, and the 
Israelites to gaze upon it, before they could be 
saved from death. There was no difficulty in 
obedience in these instances, neither was there 
any. efficsicy in the means themselves ; but the 
obedience was necessary; faith was, in fact, 
the one thing needful for the attainment of 
the end. 

In the same manner too, baptism and the 
Lord's Supper are necessary; not because 
there is any power in the water to wash away 
original sin, or in the bread and wine to im- 
part grace, but because they are commanded 
by God' with a promise of certain results, and 
this promise we have no more right to doubt, 
than Gideon his, or any of those I have named ; 
while the simplicity of the means enjoined. 
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must preclude the possibility of attaching undue 
importance to them, or dwelling on them as 
other than the mere means. 

How mercifully has God thus shut out from 
us the power of boasting I How thoroughly 
too does the whole gospel dispensation tend to 
place man in his true position, that of a poor 
miserable sinner, unable of himself to help 
himself — on whom certain duties devolve, 
which are to be fulfilled, and. to fulfil which 
strength is granted him ; — ^but on the minutest 
fulfilment of which no results can arise, except 
from the power of God. For not only is it 
" God which worketh in us " " both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure,*' but it is " God 
which oiVETH us THE VICTORY through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

And cannot we often see the hand of Gt>d 
in the affairs of the world, producing wonder- 
fully important results from simple means? 
The &11 of empires even may arise, and has 
arisen, from an apparently trifling cause. In 
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the astonishingly vast and complicated ma- 
chinery of events, it is impossible to calculate 
on the results of any one action. It behoves 
us then especially to take heed to walk in 
obedience with God's commands, whatever 
they may be, in His strength, leaving the re- 
sults in the hands of Him who will cause all 
things to work together for our good, if we do 
but love Him* Like Gideon and his three 
hundred men, we must not cease to blow the 
trumpet of the gospel covenant of grace, amid the 
darkness of worldly-mindedness, and in loud 
defiance of the enemies of our souls; while we 
must depend upon the Lord Jesus Christ's 
promise to be with us. But proclaiming the 
good tidings of salvation with the lips will not 
avail, unless we have the torch of Divine Grace 
lighted in these earthen vessels, our bodies ; 
so that when these shall be broken, and the 
light of iaith shines forth, the enemy of our 
souls may behold the brightness of the truth, 
and seeing he has no portion there, depart. If 
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the light of Divine Grace be in us, it is indeed 
dimmed and concealed in earthen vessels— it 
cannot burst forth in all its brightness, until 
the pitcher in which it is contained, ''be 
broken at the fountain; " until "this corrup?- 
tible shall have put on incorruption, and tiiis 
mortal shall have put on immortality '*-rnmt3 
the trumpet of the archangel shall ha¥e 
called it forth, and cause its lustre to be ac- 
knowledged even by the fiends of darkness* 

It is true, that, and as with Gideon and his 
men, so with us, the %ht will be sufficient 
for us, to direct our steps, and order our goings 
by it; it will even be visible to many of $li09? 
with whom we are journeying, but to those 
who sit in darkness, and who may be 
sleeping on in false security, it will not be 
visible untjl *' the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible;" when 
they shall see and acknowledge the source ftom 
which it sprung, ai^d the power given it for 
salvt^tion. 
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But if it become otfaetSi how must it behove 
tbe Ministers of t^e Qospel to be ever declar- 
ing*— tnm^t-tongued — the good tidings of 
great joy, and to keep the flame of derotion 
always burning bright in the earthen vessels 
of their hearts, so that when those vessels 
ahall be broken, and the grave close upon 
them» their light may shine before men, and 
direct them to the only means of finishing 
their course with joy. 

But what was the source of Grideoi^'s march 
against the enemy*~what caused the torches 
to be kindled, and the trumpets to be blown ? 
— ''Even £uth.— ^Faith which now can alone 
enable us to overcome evil, and to do good. 
And this is the victory that overcotneth the 
woiid, even our Faith. Great indeed Hust 
have been that Faith which could induce three 
hundred men to place themselves at once in the 
power of a numerous enemy. And firom whence 
came it ? — Even from Him firom whom cometh 
"^ery good gift aoid every perfect gift." 
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"The Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning," had 
declared, " Surely I will be with thee, " and as, 
in one instance, it was He who filled the 
minds of the Midianites with fear of Gideon 
and the people of Israel, so was it He who 
strengthened the heart of Grideoh and his 
followers, with the power of Faith. It was in 
that power they marched and blew their trum- 
pets, and brake their pitchers, and held aloft 
their lights. "Where, " we may well ask with 
the Apostle, "Where is boasting then ? It is 
excluded. By what Law ? Of works ? Kay : 
but by the law of Faith. Therefore we con- 
clude that a man is justified by Faith without 
the deeds of the law." 

And from what source shall Faith proceed ? 
Even from the source of all good things — the 
LOVE OF QOB. " Let US therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need." Let us not be contented to say, 
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" Lord, Lord," for that may be only lip ser- 
vice, and the service of the heart is required ; 
but let us pray that we may be enabled to 
shew forth our faith in our works, "being 
doers of the word not hearers only." "For as 
the body without the spirit is dead, so faitih 
without works is dead also." Let us ever 
seek then, in earnestness of heart, for that 
spirit which is commenced in Love — which is 
continued in Love — and which will be perfect- 
ed in Love; that, like Gideon, we may be 
enabled to conquer the enemies of our souls by 
the light of Divine Truth, so that when these 
earthly pitchers may be broken, the flame of 
our love may shine conspicuously forth, and 
light us to the conquering Captain of our 
Salvation, even to the foot of the Cross of our 
beloved Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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** And Gideon said unto them, I will not mle oTer jon, 
neither shall my son rule over you: tihe Lord shall mle 
over you."— J«Jg6« viii, 28. 

On Sunday last we followed Gideon to the 
battle^ and considered the means by which it wa^ 
won — the breaking of pitchers^ the blowing of 
trumpets, the shouts of *' The sword of the 
Lords an4 of Gideon," with the glare of three 
hundred torches ; in truth — even by the power 
of God, which gave to the Midianites a fear of 
the Children of Israel, and to the three hundred 
men such faith as enabled them to approach a 
host of their enemies, trusting in the Lord and 
in the power of His might. It was when the 
enemy were routed and in full retreat, or as 
the sacred historian expresses it, when the 
*' host fled to Beth-shittah in Zereiath, and to 
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the border of Abel-meholah unto Tabbadi," 
that; ** the men of Israel gathered themselves 
together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher» 
and out of all Manassebi and pursued after the 
Midianites." 

Obs^rve my brethren^ that with the excep- 
tion of Zebulun, these were the same tribes as 
had hehre been gathered together against their 
oppressors by Gideon, but had fbared and &iled 
in 'that £uth> by which the three hundred 
ehosen men had approached the enemj^'s host. 
Thci danger had nearly passed, — the promised 
Btxmgflx ' of the Lord had prevailed — His arm 
had been stretched forth, and the multitude 
waa scattered, its members being diminished 
by their own swords. It was then, when the 
danger was lessened or might be said almost 
to have ceased^ that the Israelites, who had be- 
fore departed in fear and doubt, started forth 
in' much apparent boldness. ' 
' How i^y does this illustrate the conduct • 
of the world both towards God and one another. 
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Recall the time when Elijah lay heneath the 
juniper tree, disheartened, and hroken-spirited, 
because the Israelites had forsaken God's 
covenant, thrown down His altars, and slain 
His prophets with the sword ; while he, even 
he only, was left. What was God's assurance 
to him ? " Yet, I have left me seven thousand 
in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed 
unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not 
kissed him." Those seven thousand had not 
faith enough to stand forth, and meet the 
enemies of the Lord* depending on His pro- 
tection, and looking for a kingdom not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens : — ^but, had 
danger ceased, then would they have been seen 
to start forth and declare their belief. 

And what is the case in the present day ? — 
Men have no cause to fear in our country im- 
prisonment or death firom living in strict ac- 
cordance to their belief: — those days in our 
favored land have long since passed. But 
there are difficulties connected with the world* 
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and which oppose the course of the Christian 
with a power that appears incredible, when 
their little value is calmly considered. For 
instance, how many from time to time put off 
the service of the Lord in themselves, which 
they know to be His due, from fear of the 
sneers or ridicule of those by whom they are 
surrounded — who refrain from confessing the 
Lord Jesus Christ before men, lest they 
should be thought fanatical — and suffer the 
presence of worldly men to interfere with their 
religious duties, but who turn directly they 
are gone, to those duties with apparent zeal, 
striving to persuade themselves, that the fear 
and the want of faith and of love for God, 
which they have displayed, will be hidden in 
their subsequent exertions. Some would seem 
by their conduct to imply that they keep a 
debtor and creditor account of their deeds— - 
but no man can be the creditor of God — we are 
His debtors, beyond the power of calculation 
or of thought. We owe to Him every thing ; 
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while to us He can owe nothing ; for even our 
hest service of Him is full of imperfections and 
sM; and were we to offer Him the constannt 
obedience of otur lives, we should be only rien-i 
dering that which is His due. We are at best 
mfprofi table servants, and every thing we re- 
ceive from Him is freb and undeserved. 
Let us then put away £Eir from us the self- 
deception of denying the Lord Jesus Christ 
one hour, and serving him the next. Let us 
not refose to fight the enemies of our salva- 
tion when they oppose us, or be satisfied 
with joining in the pursuit when others 
have overcome them, and all difficulty is 
removed. Let us ever be ready to cast away 
the sin that doth most easily beset us, and 
fight the good fight of faith. Our enemy is 
constantly before us — ^need I say his army is 
powerful and numberless ? Alas ! there is no- 
thing more evident to those who are walking 
with their eyes open. It is only the blind who 
consider themselves safe. It is only those who 
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haTing^eyes, see not, having ears, hear not^ 
nekher understand with their heart. The 
greatest difficulty against which the young 
Chrbtian soldier has to contend, is, the con- 
tinual persuasion of Satan, through the world, 
that he may offend in, what the deceiver would 
call, trifles with impunity* Whereas he should 
rememher that every act of disobedience against 
God is not a trifle but a sin, and that, as " the 
wages of sin is death,'' so must sin, through 
repentance and faith, be washed away before 
the penalty of death can be escaped. To 
attain to this end he must faithfully obey the 
commands of God in the most minute par- 
ticulars, and walk in the way he has made. 
And what is that way? even ** the way " that 
leads to everlasting life — the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Gideon> as we see, having followed the 
injunctions of the Lord in humility and faith 
when the enemy fled and were pursued by 
three tribes, ** sent messengers throughout all 



96 THE HISTORY OF GIDEON. 

Mount Ephraim, saying, Come down against 
the Midianites, and take before them the wa- 
ters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. Then all 
the men of Ephraim gathered themselves 
together, and took the waters unto Beth-barah 
and Jordan. And they took two princes of 
the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb ; and they slew 
Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew 
at the wine-press of Zeeb, and pursued Midian, 
and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to 
Gideon on the other side Jordan." 

We next note the men of Ephraim re- 
proaching Gideon for not having called them 
in the first instance to the battle ; and how do 
we find the conqueror in the time of victory 
receiving their reproaches? Even with the 
humility which had marked his first answer to 
the angel's announcement that he should save 
Israel. "Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I 
save Israel? behold, my family is poor in 
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's 
house." The same humility when, ** they did 
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cbide with him sharply," caused him forbear- 
ingly and with polite courtesy to reply, 
"What have I done now in comparison of 
you? Is not the gleaning of the grapes of 
Ephraim better than the vintage of Abi-ezer ? 
God hath delivered into your hands the Prin- 
ces of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb : and what was 
Jable to do in comparison of you ?" meaning 
that the Omnipotent had not permitted him 
and his followers to do more, having fulfilled 
His will, — than stand and gaze upon the 
eflfect of God's power, whereas to them He 
had given the two Princes of Midian, and 
allowed them to take an actively warlike part. 
Who of us may not profit by this exam- 
ple of Gideon ? Who of us but is too apt to 
be lifted up, when the full tide of happiness 
and success is flowing onward ? Who of us, 
in the hour of triumph, would bear meekly the 
SHARP CHIDING SO wcU received by Gideon ? 
It is wonderful that men should occasionally 
suffer trifles to move them to anger, and per- 

H 
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mit Satan to ii^aence their mindaeven agaxagt 
their devest ties ; that Iotq for a time should 
be buried beneath resentment, and one hasty 
word overshadow the kindness of years. 
What madn^^s does it aeem thua to iorward 
the views of Satan against the soul, *^ A soft 
answer turneth away wrath;" and happy 
indeed would, it be for the growth of Pivine 
Crraco in our hearts^ were we strengthened to 
pursue the course of Gideon, even when moat 
unjustly reproached. 

It is vain, brethren^ to talk of religioo, 
while anger is burning in the heart. We have 
the example not of Gideon only» but of the 
meek and lowly Saviour^--*" who when he was 
reviled, reviled not again "--^and yet it is no 
uncommon circumstance, to see those who pro* 
fes9 to believe on Him giving way to aagen 
and, occasionally, even to hear them boastii^ of 
the unconquerable nature of their resentmenta. 

May God always, my dear brethren, pour 
on the high waves of our anger the oil of Hia 
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Divine Lot^, to the intent tiiat the cahn of 
peace may be on our hearts^ and that we may 
obey the injunction of Him, the Prince of 
Peace, to love one another. 

But what was the e£kct in the instance be- 
fore ut? What was the effect of Gideon's 
mild reply ? Listen* " Then then anger was 
abated towaid him, when he had said that." 
These words are too plain and forcible to need 
any comment, bearing out the proverb since 
written, *' A soft answa tometh away wrath." 
Let us now return to the circumstances we 
were considering. When Gideon and his three 
hundred men had accomplished the end fbr 
which they had been set apart, it appears they 
were permitted to foUow their enemy with the 
sword, for we find it stated that, "Gideon 
came to Jordan, and passed over, he, and the 
three hundred men that were with him^ ikint, 
yet pnvBuing them." It was in this state of 
exhaustion that he a{^ed to the people of 
Succotii for the most simple food, by which the 
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strength of his little army might be recruited, 
and they enabled to continue their march. 
"Give,*' he said unto them, "give, I pray 
you, loaves of bread unto the people that follow 
me ; for they be faint, and I am pursuing 
after Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian. 
And the Princes of Succoth said, Are the 
hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine 
hand, that we should give bread unto thine 
army 1" To view this refusal in its proper 
light, we must remember that the people who 
denied Gideon's request, were of the Children 
of Israel, and that their refusal therefore was 
not only a sinful want of humanity towards 
their brethren, but evinced a total want of faith 
in the promises of heaven. It was on this 
account that Gideon said, " Therefore, when 
the Lord hath delivered Zebah and Zalmunna 
into mine hand, then I will tear your flesh with 
the thorns of the wilderness and with briers." 
" And he went up thence to Fenuel, and spake 
unto them likewise : and the men of Fenuel 
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answered him as the men of Succoth had 
answered him. And he spake also unto the 
men of Penuel, saying, When I come again in 
peace, I will break down this tower." We 
shall shortly see how these just threats 
were fulfilled ; in the mean time Gideon with 
his little force overtook and suddenly attacked 
the fifteen thousand men of the two kings of 
Midian, that being all that remained of the 
hundred and thirty-five thousand which had 
encamped against Israel, one hundred and 
twenty thousand having fallen or fled dis- 
banded. "And when Zebah and Zalmunna 
fled, he pursued after them, and took the two 
kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and 
discomfited all the host." Having thus com- 
pleted the task assigned him ; on his return 
homeward, " he came unto the men of Succoth, 
and said. Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, with 
whom ye did upbraid me, saying. Are the 
hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine 
hand, that we should give bread unto thy men 
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that are weary t" ** And he took the elders of 
the city," most prohably the seventy-^ve des- 
cribed at verse 14, and by whose counsel 
his men had been refused food, although en- 
gaged by the command of God in figl^ng for 
them, ** and thorns of the wilderness and bnen, 
and with them he taught the men of Sucooth,'' 
doubtless by scourging. ^' And he beat down 
the tower of Penuel, and sdew the men of the 
city." 

Such were the eonsequenoes of inhuman 
derision and want of faith in the instance 
before us; and such will not unfrequentlj 
be the result of similar sins in the present 
day. The sharp thorns and briers of worldly 
afflictions shall scourge the counsellors and 
workers of iniquity, while the mighty tower of 
their pride shall be brought low, even to the 
ground. It may be an easy thing occasionally 
to stand forth as great in the eyes of men, but 
what must we be in the sight of God ? What 
must be the result of strengthening, or en- 
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d^avouring to strengthen, ourselves against His 
will ? What says the wise king ? ** Pride 
goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit . 
before a fell.*' And again, "When pride 
Cometh, then cometh shame: but with the 
lowly is wisdom/* And also, "Before de- 
stmotioii the heart of man is haughty, and 
before honor is humility." That mind which 
is puffed up in pride, will be thinking too much 
of itself to permit of its looking in faith to the 
promises of God. Yet the power which has 
been despised and forgotten will return to 
assert its own strength, by punishing its con- 
temners with the thorns of disappointment and 
briers of affliction, and overtaming the tower 
of pride in which many a vice has long been 
hidden. 

But time again demands that I should 
hiMten on the narrative. The destruction of the 
tower of Penuel was to be succeeded by the 
retributive death of those kings, Zebah and 
Zalmunnai who had slaughtered the brethren 
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of Grideon ; and accordingly, after Jether's 
fear to slay them with the sword, for *^ he was 
yet a youth," Gideon arose and did so. It 
was after this that Satan attempted to move 
the heart of Gideon hy the aid of pride. *' Then 
the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule 
thou oi^er us, both thou, and thy son, and 
thy son's son also: for thou hast delivered 
us from the hand of Midian." Here indeed 
was a more than ordinary temptation, softened 
by an apparent although deceitful reason, inas- 
much, as every means had been adopted to 
prove that it was God and not man by whom 
Israel had been delivered. Yet did the people 
say, ** THOU hast delivered us." 

And what was the answer of the mighty 
man of valor ? Even such as we might have 
hoped, as well as expected, from the humility 
which we have witnessed on several occasions. 
It is in the words of our text. *' And Gideon 
said unto them, I will not rule over you, 
neither shall my son rule over you : the Lord 
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.shall rule over you." How much do these 
words contain!! — How full of meaning are 
they — how full of humility — how full of self- 
denial — how full of faith ! 

The Children of Israel with their usual 
impetuosity looked at the creature rather than 
the Creator — at the instrument rather than the 
Divine hand which used it — while he who was 
thus to be honored above their Deity, who 
ruled His people by Judges and Prophets, 
and was Himself alone their king, resolutely 
refused the proffered dignity and proclaimed 
aloud that it belonged exclusively to God. 
** And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule 
over you, neither shall my son rule over you : 
the Lord shall rule over you.*' Is it not 
wonderful to observe the mad blindness of the 
Children of Israel? Is it not pleasing to 
dwell upon the humility and fiuth of Gideon ? 
The question of a ruler with the Israelites was 
not between man and man, but between man 
and God. — And the present was only a glimpse 
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of the opening of that ungrateful ramty, 
which led them in process of time to request a 
king to rule over themi when the Lord their 
God was their King. 

The question with us now is-**^ho at the 
present moment is nsiing over our hearts'^ 
Satan or God ? — It is a question for every man. 
One of the two must at the time I am speak- 
ing be rulmg over each of us. Which is it ?*— 
By examining our actions we shftU very soon 
discover our real ruler, and this our wor^ 
perhaps will not tell us, for they may deceive 
ourselves ; yet even our actions must b« closely 
scrutinized, for they, as we have seen« may 
have sprung from a wrong source ; from a love 
of '' the praise of men more than the praise of 
God." If Satan.be our ruler, we shall find 
him a severe one: paying wi^es it is true. 
But what wi^es ? Evek bbath. Whereas if 
God be our ruler, we shall need no wagesi for 
He condescends to make us a free gift-^even 
** eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
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c< 



How long halt ye between two opinions ? 
If the Lord be God, follow Him : but if Baal, 
then follow him.'' To be the servant of Baal 
or Satan is to be miserable ; for sorrow un- 
fiiilingly follows sin ; while to be the servant 
of God, is to be filled with joy — a joy which is 
independent of the world, or the things of the 
world — a joy which begins on earth, but is 
perfected in heaven — a joy which is founded 
on the love of God, expands in the love of 
God, and in that love brings forth firuit to 
eternity — a joy which like the sun seems to be 
larger as about to set ; for it, like him, is to 
rise again. 

If the Lord Jesus Christ be our ruler on 
earth, it surely should be the greatest comfort 
to know that He will be our Judge at the last 
day, and that although our service has been 
imperfect — alas how imperfect ! — yet we shall 
be clothed in that garment which will cover 
our imperfecdons, and cause us to be admitted 
to eternal life. 
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LECTURE VII. 



** And Gideon the son of Joash died in ^ good old age, 
and was buried in the sepulchre of Joash his father, in 
OphralLof the Abi-ezrites." — Judges viii, 32. 

Ik the six preceding Lectures I have directed 
your attention to the interesting History of 
Gideon ; following him progressively through 
the prominent events recorded in the sacred 
volume, and endeavoring to glean from time to 
time, such hints as I deemed the application of 
the subject might permit ; in the sincere hope 
and prayer, that divine strength would be 
granted to convey some portion to the heart, 
as well as ear, for the honor and glory of His 
name, who is the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever. 

We last considered the refusal of Gideon to 
accept the sovereignty over Israel, and his 
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reference to the immeasurable blessing enjoyed 
by that people in the government of their God. 
** I will not rule over you, neither shall my 
son rule over you : the Lord shall rule over 
you." The next event recorded is veiled in 
much obscurity, both as to its nature and in- 
tent. ** And Gideon said unto them, I would 
desire a request of you, that ye would give me 
every man the ear-rings of his prey. (For 
they had golden ear-rings, because they were 
Ishmaelites.) And they answered. We will 
willingly give them. And they spread a gar- 
ment, and did cast therein every man the ear- 
rings of his prey. And the weight of the 
golden ear-rings that he requested was a 
thousand and- seven himdred shekles of Gold;" 
which would be worth as gold now is rated about 
£3,100, "beside ornaments, and collars, and 
purple raiment that was on the kings of 
Midian, and beside the chains that were about 
their camels necks." The motive of this act 
on the part of Gideon is not apparent, except 
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a» f»r AS ike use to which the gold waa put 
will infonn usi aad the intention of that use is 
not awertaioedi although many conjectuies 
have been hazarded on the subject. "And 
Gideon made an ephod thereofi and put 
it in his city, even in Ophrah : and all Inael 
went tUtber a whoring after it: which thing 
became a snare unto Gideon, and to his house." 
The ephod waa a superb garmenty worn by 
the H^h Priest, and intimately connected 
with the worship of ^e temple. Gideon 
might haTe had an ephod made, not only 
to commemorate the victory, but as a me- 
morial of the source from which the victory 
arose. Nevertheless, whatever might have 
been his intention, it is certain that the act waa 
HIS OWN. He did not consnilt Him from wbcsn 
had proceeded his success; but on the sug- 
gestions of his own heart, adopted the course 
we have seen— ^tnd what was the conaequeuoa ? 
It "became a snare unto Gideon, and to his 
house.'' Is it not astonishing to find the 
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hiunUe OideQQ* who would not, in the first 
i09tsncei move a step, without the most pom-* 
tive aod undeniable testimony that the Lord 
was with him, now casting off the restraint of 
consuUing Qod, and actbg independently of 
His will? Calling upon the people to contri** 
bnte to a work which must tend to magnify 
them in their own eyes, and lead them to re- 
member their delirerance from their enemies, 
rather as their own work, than as God's* 
When the people were oppressed, and when 
the ^hnighty man of valor*' was^'threshing wheat 
by the wine-press, to hide it from the Midian- 
ite&"-^THBif did he seek to know the will of 
Gk>d. When the army was collected, and he 
might have thought the power within his 
hand-<<*THEN did he likewise endeavour to 
obtain a knowledge of God's will. When 
army was *'p&ched" against army-^THSN 
i^iain, in obedience to God's command, did he 
use the means pointed out for obtaining evi- 
dence of the power which was at work on his 
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behalf. Also wheu the government of Israel 
was offered him — then did he refuse, and 
declare he would not interrupt that blessing, 
the Lord's ruling over them, which they pos- 
sessed. Yet now, immediately after that re- 
fusal, so inconsistent is the course even of the 
best, didhe desire that '* every man" would give 
him " the ear-rings of his prey" — and, without 
seeming to think that he was responsible for 
what he might do with the spoil in question, 
although that spoil had been the result of the 
miraculous influence of God ; without consult- 
ing the author of his success, he now, as 
Aaron formerly for the calf of worship, and 
with similar materials, " made an ephod there- 
of, and put it in his city, even in Ophrah." 
Cannot we too frequently discover a similar 
inconsistency in ourselves ? an occasional £Edl- 
ing off from that seeking of the Lord, which 
has supported us under difficulties and covered 
us with blessings? Do we not sometimes 
find the mind fEiiling to seek counsel, even of 
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Him from whom it has received assistance, 
find without whom, it acknowledges, it can 
neither think nor do any thing good ? Can- 
not we, on some occasions, detect ourselves 
making an ephod of the things of the world, 
which hashecome a snare to us ? Who of us, at 
the present moment, is without some ephod, 
fonned of the things of the world, sought for, 
p«rhaps» and obtained without a single prayer 
for direction ; in a thoughtlessness, which, if 
placed before us clearly, we should be aston- 
ished to recognize ? Have not you or I, my 
Christian brother, been gathering, and setting 
up in our hearts some glittering ephod of 
vanity or pride, which is indeed a snare to us? 
Or have we set up the ephod of covetousness 
in our mind ? Or have we been collecting there 
the ephod of sensuality ? It is lamentable to 
perceive a man like Gideon, suffering the 
ephod of his own formation to become a snare 
unto him — endeavoring, perhaps, to persuade 
himself tlu^t all was right, although he had not 
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sought God's blessing or direction on it. Yet 
in a similar way are we too apt to act : shutting 
our eyes to the fact of our utter sinfulness, 
and even while we talk of there being no 
whole part about us, of our being altogether 
corrupt ; feeling annoyed when any one par- 
ticular sin or sinful tendency is detected in us* 
and endeavoring to persuade ourselves that 
such cannot be. Self deception is one of the 

MOST POWERFUL WEAPONS OF SATAN AOAINST 

OUR SOULS. He is constantly using it and 
with terrible effect ; for in our polluted hearts 
he finds an advocate which sprung from him- 
self, — even the advocate of a *' carnal mind," 
which " is enmity against God." 

Let us likewise observe, from the subject 
before us, that the ephod formed by Gideon 
was not a snare to himself alone, but also " to 
his house." And thus how true it is that, as 
St. Paul says, "evil communications corrupt 
good manners." How little does the evil doer 
imagine the extent to which the plague-spot of 
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sin may spread in those around ! How great 
is the responsibility of the head of each family ! 
How necessary is it that he should walk as 
becometh a child of light ! The force of ex- 
ample is very great ; and if the trunk have no 
sap, how can your branches flourish ? Reflect 
ye parents — ye heads of families. Reflect 
on the number who are influenced by your 
course for evil or good. If you have formed to 
yourselves some ephod of evil which is a snare 
to you, it will doubtless also be a snare to your 
house. Vice is much more easily imitated 
than virtue, and for this reason ; — that the 
former is the natural growth of our sinful hearts, 
while the latter can alone proceed from the 
grace of God, which has been given us, ** for 
in" us, ("that is, in" our "flesh,) dwelleth 
no good thing." Thus we accordingly find 
that children and servants will far sooner imi- 
tate the bad, than the so called good points of 
their parents and superiors. How careful 
then, my dear brethren, should we be for the 
sake of the souls of others, as well as of our 
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own, to " let " our " light so shine before men, 
that they may see " our ** good works, and 
glorify " our " Father which is in heaven." 

It is an awful consideration to reflect that, 
by our conduct, we may be endangering the 
souls of those dear ties, which cling so closely 
and fondly round our hearts, that we could 
not, if we would, tear them from us. If they 
perceive that we are living to the world, and 
not to God; how can we expect them to 
listen to our entreaties, that they would turn 
from the one and cleave to the other ? If they 
behold us pursuing the way of sin, how can we 
hope that they wUl believe us sincere, when 
we beg of them to walk in the way of right- 
eousness ? Would it not be an awful thing 
at the judgment seat, to see that we ourselves 
had been employed by Satan to sow the seeds 
of that evil in the hearts of our own nearest 
and dearest ties, which had ended in their 
condemnation ? If we regard with deep interest 
the entreaty of Dives to Abraham, " I pray 
thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send 
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him to my father's house : for I have fire 
hjrethren ; that he may testify unto them, lest 
they also come into this place of torment.*' 
If, I say, we regard this circumstance with 
emotion, how much would that he increased 
could We perceive Satan making use of us as 
his instruments, with which to cast the souls 
of Wife and children, and those within the 
circle 6f our influence, into eternal condem- 
nationi And let not any solitary man pre- 
seat, however lowly may he his lot, imagine 
that he is free from this danger — there 
is no one free from it in respect to in- 
fluence over some: and surely it is enough 
for ourselves to endure eternal pain, without 
the additional anguish incurred from the hitter 
reproaches of those who are suffering with us ; 
and who are suffering, hecause we set up the 
ephod of our own evil which was to he a snare 
for them* Sin is like a fire, catching hold of 
all around ; unless the living water of Divine 
Grace quench its power, and stay its progress. 
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You all talk much of &itli and love. Do not 
confine yourselves to talking, but shew its 
fruits in your lives. If we possess faith — if 
we possess love — they will not be unpro* 
ductive; but we shall ''work the works of 
ilim that sent" us, " while it is day : " know- 
ing that '* the night cometh, when no man can 
work.*' And now to continue. — Afidian hav- 
ing thus been subdued, " lifted up their heads 
no more. And the country was in quietness 
forty years in the days of Gideon. And 
Jerub-baal the son of Joash, went and dwelt 
in his own house." According to the custom 
of those early days he had many wives, by 
whom he had seventy sons, while by his 
concubine or half- wife he had also a son. 

And now, my brethren, we arrive at that 
event which is common to all. The course 
of our life may have been very dissimilar to 
that of Gideon's, but, however little we can re- 
concile or admit the idea in our own case, we 
too must die : though the length of time 
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"Vouchsafed to bim, may not be granted to 
many of us. "And Gideon the son of Joasb 
died in a good old age, and was buried in the 
sepulchre of Joash his father, in Ophrah of the 
Abi-ezrites." Yes — the heart that had lan- 
guished under the oppression of the Midianites, 
— that had sunk beneath a sense of its own 
nothingness — that had glowed in grateful love 
and was fired with ardent zeal — that was 
strengthened with the power of faith, and re- 
joiced in the deliverance of victory — that 
acknowledged no other king than the Lord, 
and sought the quietude of a private house 
rather than the high thoughts of regal- mag- 
nificence — even that heart had ceased to beat — 
had ceased to send forth the tide of life, and 
lay still as the frame in which it was encased — 
that hand, which we at first beheld in laborious 
employment — which next was preparing sacri- 
fice, then pulling down the altar of Baal, 
cutting down the grove, and rearing another 
altar to the true and only God — which put 
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forth the water from the fleece and carried th« 
appointed means of victory — and which after** 
wards slew the princes of Midian ; — even that 
hand^ was now powerless — cold and widiont 
strength to raise itself — that breath which hlid 
so often been poured forth in prayer — ^ii^hioh 
through the trumpet had called the people of 
Israel together, and commenced the signal of 
the overthrow of Midian, — which had giVen 
utterance to the refusal of empire — ^that breath 
had departed — the bearer of the pitcher, like 
the pitchers which he and his three hundred 
men had bome» was now ** broken at the foun-* 
tain/' and nought remained but the light whidi 
glowed within. The dust of mortality had by 
that light been directed and enabled to pursue 
its course, and it now fetumed to its parent 
earth. Little as man thinks of death generally, 
yet must it possess to his heart a thrilling 
interest. It is so chill — so silent to mor- 
tality — so dark ! Let us turn which way we 
may, we cannot avoid it. The rich, the poor» 
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the beautiful, the idl^, the industrious, the 
gay, the joyous, the miserable, the impious, 
and the godly — all are walking step by step, 
whether they think of it or not, to that King 
of terr6rs. Observe that young and joyous 
ibfih'-^see the bright beamitig of that brilliant 
eye— 'mark the fresh tinge of health upon that 
eheek. Unconscious child ! thou too art 
hastening to the same end ; and before a fbW 
more years are past — years did I say ? perhaps 
before a few short months or even weeks^ 
cbrrupdon will have claimed thee for her own, 
ahd the worm be feasting on thy flesh. And 
Would ye have it otherwise ? and why ? what 

llAfTERS TKE casket, SO LONG AS THE JEWEL 
IS PRESBRVBD — O^ WHAT VALUE IS THE PIT- 
CHER, SO LONG AS THE TORCH BURNS BRIGHT- 
LT ? WHir REGARD THE DECAY OF THE BODY, 
WHILE rut SOUL IS FILLED WITH DIVIHB 
GRACB ? 

Death, dear brethren, should not to us 
Christians be dark, but full of light— for we 
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are assured, that ''though after our skin, 
worms destroy this hody, yet in our flesh 
shall we see God: whom we shall see for 
ourselves, and our eyes shall behold, and 
not another." The light of the life beyond 
the grave should illumine the grave itself. We 
should be able to exclaim with St. Paul, "to me 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain." But the 
heart will perhaps say, there are so many dear 
ties from which it is difficult, and seems almost 
impossible, to be separated. There is not a 
being present with a spark of feeling who would 
not see the truth of this. God in his bound- 
less love and infinite mercy bestows on each 
of us blessings, from which we find it diffi- 
cult to part — most difficult — ^but surely we 
should not permit His gifts — His love 
— to lead us away from Him. This is our 
consolation that the same love whieh 
gave, will restore them. The Christian is 
assured that this life is as the smallest grain of 
sand on the boundless shores of eternity, and 
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that to the faithful, the grave is only a 

PASSAGE TO the PERFECTION OF THE GREAT- 
EST HAPPINESS EVER ENJOYED ON EARTH. 

It is true that when called hence we part with 
objects dearer to us than life itself, and one of 
the chief pangs of separation, is the anguish 
which we know they will feel at losing us; 
but, this world is not our abiding city — the 
Christian is looking to that not made with 
hands, and he casts himself unreservedly 
ON the love of god. Suppose a father 
about to be snatched by the hand of death from 
his young family, and the case seems even in 
ova village on the point of being realized — 
what is to give him comfort regarding those 
little ones? even the all-important fact that 
he leaves them in the charge of Him, who is 
" a Father of the fatherless, and defendeth the 
cause of the widows" — that he leaves them 
with Him, to whom he is about to depart. 
And then arises the thought that beams conso- 
lation on the soul, that, through the atoning 
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merits of the Son of God^ and the influ^ce of 
Dmae Gracei although he now parts with the ob- 
jects of his dearest earthly affections ; yet| he 
{)arts firom them to meet again. Oh I who shskU 
tell ! utrho eVen imagine — the comfort of that 
thought in the hour of bereavement ? The truth 
isi that if we will but look td Him — there are no 
circumstanced iil which we should not tejoice. 
Whatever may be our position j He will th^n be 
with ua — the descent to the grave will then hb 
gentle, and easy, and full of joy — the sepam*- 
rdtioii firOni those nearest to Our heatt, full of 
hope**-and the horizon, even of darkening mor- 
tality, full of love. Suppose an object of our 
deaiPest love were in a distant land, to which 
w6 knew we should ere long depart — Suppose, 
mordoveri that we knew we should be com- 
pdkd to visit that distant land, and were 
asstired we should there find a happiness we 
could not possi^ss in this — Suppose also many 
kind friendd were granted us here, to all 6f 
whom th« opporttthity of ^oing to that land 
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WM a^rded — ^when the time of our departure 
arrived, what would be our feeling ? should we 
qot be most anxious to meet with that one 
being of our love ? should we not part from 
oiir. friends here cheerfully, because with the 
assured hope of meeting soon again — then to 
live in uninterrupted joy ? and is not God the 
object of our dearest love ? Is not eternity that 
land in which we shall meet Him ? why then 
should we not receive the summons to depart 
with faith- —joy — and hope ? Faith in the pro- 
mises given — joy in the happiness to be shared 
— and hope, that our hearts and the hearts of 
those who are dearest to us, will be sancti- 
fied by Divine Grace, to meet again in that 
presence where will be no more toil, or trou- 
ble, or care, and beyond all, no separation. 
Let us be as humble — as obedient — and as full 
of trust as was Gideon — let us boldly fight the 
fight of faith, confiding in the means of salva- 
tion, so wonderfrilly appointed and wrought by 
the Lord — let us ev^r be blowing the trumpet 
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of battle against the evil one, and holding aloft 
the torch of Divine truth — ^letting its light 
be seen by those around, and constantly 
acknowledging that the light is not our own, 
but has been given to us — so will God, as he 
gave the victory to Jerub-baal, give the vic- 
tory to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



THE END. 
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